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1. Non-technical Summary 
 
Outline of the Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 
 
The Open Space Audit & Strategy has been developed by Clackmannanshire Council in 
order to provide a coordinated approach to the provision of high quality, accessible open 
spaces for residents and visitors in Clackmannanshire. 
 
The Audit provides an assessment of the quality, quantity and accessibility of Council 
maintained open spaces in Clackmannanshire. Where appropriate, it also identifies the 
quantity and distribution of private provision which supplements the Council provision, for 
example play areas within new developments. The Strategy and Action Plan then sets out a 
vision for the provision, management and maintenance of Council-owned open spaces in 
Clackmannanshire, and a list of actions that are required to enable this vision to become a 
reality. 
 
Greenspace Scotland defines ‘open space’ as open, usually green land within and on the 
edge of settlements. This includes parks, public gardens, allotments, woodland, play areas, 
playing fields, green corridors and paths, churchyards and cemeteries, natural and semi-
natural areas and ‘civic spaces’ such as squares or other hard surfaced areas.  
 
Strategic Environmental Assessment  
 
As part of the preparation of the Open Space Audit & Strategy, Clackmannanshire Council 
carried out a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The first stage in the SEA process 
involved the production of a Scoping Report which set out the proposed method and detail 
for the SEA. The Scoping Report identified key environmental problems in 
Clackmannanshire, the relationship with other plans, policies and strategies, and outlined the 
assessment criteria. The report was submitted to the Scottish Government for comment by 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and 
Historic Scotland. The comments received were taken into account in the assessment and 
preparation of this Report. 
 
Clackmannanshire's Environment 
 
The following are the key issues for Clackmannanshire's environment: 
 
Biodiversity, flora and fauna: Clackmannanshire has a diverse range of habitats and species, 
and a number of designated sites; problems include habitat loss and non-native invasive 
species. Clackmannanshire Council has a statutory duty to further the conservation of 
biodiversity.  
 
Population and human health: Clackmannanshire has a significantly higher than average 
percentage of people living in the 15% most deprived areas of Scotland; expected years of 
life in good health are significantly worse than average. Policy requires Clackmannanshire 
Council to support human health, for example through facilitating outdoor access and 
addressing environmental quality.  
 
Water: Water status in Clackmannanshire is generally moderate, and there is potential flood 
risk associated with the area's rivers. Clackmannanshire Council is required to protect the 
water environment, reduce flood risk, and protect and enhance water status.  
 
Soil: Clackmannanshire's high population density puts pressure on its available land 
resource; the total area of vacant and derelict land in Clackmannanshire has increased.  
 
Air: Air pollution in Clackmannanshire is below the thresholds set by the Government.  
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Climatic Factors: The County's per capita greenhouse gas emissions are higher than the 
Scottish average. Clackmannanshire Council has a duty to contribute to the reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions in Scotland, and to contribute to adapting to climate change.  
 
Cultural heritage: Clackmannanshire has a rich cultural heritage, with a number of Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments, listed buildings and conservation areas. These features can be 
threatened by inappropriate development, loss of viable use, population change, land use 
change and neglect. Clackmannanshire Council is required to protect cultural heritage and 
the built environment.  
 
Landscape: Clackmannanshire has two Areas of Great Landscape Value, and a number of 
areas of green belt. Clackmannanshire has a high level of developed land, and there is a 
need to safeguard and enhance the settings of Clackmannanshire's towns and villages.  
 
Environmental Objectives of the Open Space Audit & Strategy 
 
A number of SEA issues were scoped out at the Scoping stage of the SEA process. For 
those issues that were scoped in, the following SEA environmental objectives were set. 
These objectives are shared with the proposed Clackmannanshire Local Development Plan 
(LDP) to ensure consistency.  Consultation on the LDP and its related SEA is being 
conducted concurrently with the consultation on the Open Space Audit & Strategy and this 
SEA. 
 
Table 1: Environmental objectives 

SEA Issues LDP SEA 
Objective 
Reference 

SEA Environmental Objectives 

B8 Our communities are safer 
B9 Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive 
C1 Improve health and reduce health inequalities 

Population and 
human health 
 

C4 Encourage promotion and connectivity of the Central Scotland 
Green Network within and linking beyond Clackmannanshire 

D1 Further the conservation of biodiversity 
D5 Protect and enhance priority species and habitats in 

Clackmannanshire 

Biodiversity, 
flora, fauna 
 

D6 Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem function to assist 
local biodiversity in response to climate change 

D8 Protect and enhance the distinctive character of the landscape 
and ensure new development does not exceed the capacity of 
the landscape to accommodate it 

Landscape 
 

D9 Protect and enhance areas designated for their national or 
local landscape importance e.g. Areas of Great Landscape 
Value 

Climatic factors E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel 
  Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects of climate 

change (additional objective suggested by SEPA) 
 
 
 
Next Steps 
 
The next steps for consulting on and finalising the Open Space Audit & Strategy are shown 
in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Next steps 
Expected date Activity 

 
December 2013 Draft Final Open Space Audit & Strategy and Environmental 

Report taken to Clackmannanshire Council for approval 
Winter 2013 - 
2014 

8 week public and stakeholder consultation on Open Space Audit 
& Strategy and Environmental Report (including submission of 
Strategy and Environmental Report to Consultation Authorities) 

Spring/Summer 
2014 

Incorporate comments received from Consultation Authorities 
and public/stakeholder consultation and produce final Open 
Space Audit & Strategy 

Autumn 2014 
 

Adoption of final Open Space Audit & Strategy and publication of 
Post-Adoption SEA Statement. 

 
This consultation process applies to the Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 
and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Environmental Report. These documents 
will be made available for comment at the same time and should be read in conjunction with 
each other. Copies of the strategy and SEA Environmental Report will be available on the 
Clackmannanshire Council website (www.clacksweb.org.uk) and at our offices: 
 
Development Services  
Clackmannanshire Council  
Kilncraigs 
Greenside Street, Alloa, FK10 1EB 
 
The Council intends to go out to consultation on the Open Space Strategy and 
accompanying Environmental Report at the same time as the Proposed Local Development 
Plan to ensure the alignment of Council policies and strategies. Both documents will be 
consulted on for a period of 12 weeks and it is anticipated that this will take place in Winter 
2012 - 2013.   
 
Comments should be sent in writing, either by email to sustainability@clacks.gov.uk, online 
using the online consultation programme or in hard copy to the address above. 
 
After consideration of the comments on both documents, the final Open Space Audit & 
Strategy will be produced and endorsed by Clackmannanshire Council. It is expected to be 
published as a final version along with a consultation report and SEA post-adoption 
statement early in Autumn 2013.  
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2. Introduction 
 
2.1. Purpose of the Environmental Report 
 
As part of the preparation of the Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy, 
Clackmannanshire Council is carrying out a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).  
SEA is a systematic method for considering the likely environmental effects of certain Plans, 
Policies and Strategies (PPS).  SEA aims to: 
 

• integrate environmental factors into PPS preparation and decision-making; 
• improve PPS and enhance environmental protection;  
• increase public participation in decision making; and 
• facilitate openness and transparency of decision-making. 

 
SEA is required by the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005. The key stages are: 
 
Screening Determining whether the PPS is likely to have significant environmental 

effects and whether an SEA is required 
Scoping Deciding on the scope and level of detail of the Environmental Report, 

and the consultation period for the report – this is done in consultation 
with Scottish Natural Heritage, The Scottish Ministers (Historic Scotland) 
and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

Environmental   
Report 

Publishing an Environmental Report on the PPS and its environmental 
effects, and consulting on that report 

Adoption  Providing information on: the adopted PPS; how consultation comments 
have been taken into account; and methods for monitoring the significant 
environmental effects of the implementation of the PPS 

Monitoring Monitoring significant environmental effects in such a manner so as to 
also enable the Responsible Authority to identify any unforeseen adverse 
effects at an early stage and undertake appropriate remedial action. 

 
The purpose of this Environmental Report is to: 
 

• provide information on the Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 2012; 
• identify, describe and evaluate the likely significant effects of the PPS and its 

reasonable alternatives; 
• provide an early and effective opportunity for the Consultation Authorities and the 

public to offer views on any aspect of this Environmental Report.  
 
This introductory chapter provides a brief background to SEA; summarising key stages in the 
SEA process and highlighting the purpose of this Environmental Report. It also states the 
SEA activities carried out so far. Chapter 2 of this report summarises some key aspects of 
the draft Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy. It also sets out the environmental 
context of the Plan; describing its relationship with other relevant plans and programmes, as 
well as describing the baseline environment and existing environmental problems. Chapter 3 
presents the findings of the SEA; describing the likely significant environmental effects of the 
draft actions included in the Open Space Audit & Strategy and setting out measures that 
have been developed to mitigate (prevent, reduce or offset) potential negative effects. 
Chapter 4 then proposes a framework for monitoring environmental effects. Finally, Chapter 
5 briefly highlights the next steps in the SEA process and in the development of the final 
Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy. . 
 
2.2. Background 

 
As noted in the introduction to the Open Space Strategy and Audit, the strategy has been 
developed by Clackmannanshire Council in order to provide a coordinated approach to the 
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provision of high quality, accessible open spaces for residents and visitors in 
Clackmannanshire. 
 
In doing so it meets the requirements of Scottish Government Planning Policy (SPP,  2010) 
which recommends that we: 
 
• Undertake an open space audit to record the baseline conditions in their area; 
• Prepare an open space strategy setting out a vision for new and improved open 
spaces and addressing any deficiencies identified in the audit: and, 
• Take a strategic and long term approach to managing the open space in their area, 
assessing both current and future needs and protecting all spaces which can help to meet 
them. Commencing the SEA process alongside the initial development of the Open Space 
Strategy helped to ensure that modification could be undertaken throughout the plan 
development process. 

 
2.3. Key Facts of the Open Space Audit & Strategy 
 
Name of the responsible authority: 
 
Clackmannanshire Council 
 
Title of the PPS: 
 
Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 2013 
What prompted the PPS? 
 
The Scottish Government's 'Scottish Planning Policy' (SPP) (2010) states that  Authorities 
'should undertake an audit of the open space resource in their area and how well it meets the 
needs of the community' (§151) and 'using the information from the audit, authorities should 
prepare an open space strategy which sets out the vision for new and improved open space 
and addresses any deficiencies identified (§152). The Clackmannanshire Open Space 
Strategy will meet this requirement.  
 
Subject: 
 
Open Space, outdoor access, active travel 
 
Period covered by the PPS: 
 
Action Plan to 2019 to bring it in line with anticipated revision of the Clackmannanshire 
Local Development Plan but with a long-term vision to 2030, also to be aligned with the 
Local Development Plan.  
 
Frequency of updates 
 
2019 (to bring it into line with the Local Development Plan review) and then 5-yearly 
thereafter. 
 
The area covered by the PPS: 
 
The area administered by Clackmannanshire Council (See map in Appendix C). 
 
Purpose and/or objectives of the PPS: 
 
The purpose of the strategy is set out in section 2 of the draft, namely: 
 
2.2.1.  Provide attractive safe and usable open space by providing an appropriate and 

equitable distribution of open space throughout Clackmannanshire that  meets 
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the needs of all residents and visitors. 
 
2.2.2.  Maximise the benefit of open space for Clackmannanshire's economy by 

encouraging inward investment through the provision of a quality environment and 
by enhancing the image of Clackmannanshire by making it more  attractive to 
visitors 

 
2.2.3.  Enhance the landscape setting of all settlements by promoting the enhancement of 

Green Belt areas and the urban fringes of settlements. 
 
2.2.4.  Promote healthy lifestyles by supporting the objectives in the Leisure and  Sports 

Strategy and continuing to expand and enhance opportunities for  formal and 
informal recreation and ensuring these facilities are fit for purpose 

 
2.2.5.  Protect and enhance the biodiversity of open space by protecting and enhancing 

the value of Clackmannanshire's natural heritage in accordance  with the 
Clackmannanshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 
2.2.6.  Provide accessible open spaces that are well linked by developing a network of 

safe, good quality paths, routes and green corridors  
 
2.2.7.  Encourage community engagement by supporting local participation in the usage, 

enhancement and management of public open space. 
 
2.2.8.  Safeguard current and future open space provision through the planning  process 

by protecting areas that are valued and by ensuring the provision of appropriate 
quality areas of open space are provided in or within easy reach  of new 
developments 
 

 
Contact point: 
 
Andy Macpherson 
Development Officer (Sustainability) 
Services to Communities, 
Kilncraigs,  
Greenside Street, 
Alloa, 
FK10 1EB 
Tel: 01259 452615 
Email: gbaxter@clacks.gov.uk 
 
2.4. SEA Activities to date 
 
After completing two initial Scoping Reports the Council decided to incorporate elements 
of an Outdoor Access Strategy into the Open Space Strategy in order to align the 
Council's objectives and actions in relation to open space and outdoor access, and to 
reduce the number of strategies with overlapping objectives. Consequently, a revised 
Scoping Report superseded two previous SEA Scoping Reports submitted through the 
SEA Gateway. These were: 
 

• SEA 00234 - Clackmannanshire Open Space Strategy 2008 - Scoping Report 
• SEA 00200 - Clackmannanshire Outdoor Access Strategy - Scoping Report 

 
A full list of the comments received from the consultation authorities has been included in 
Appendix A, along with a response detailing how these comments have been incorporated 
into the Environmental Report. 
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Officers sitting on the Open Space Audit & Strategy Steering Group have been involved in 
the SEA process through a series of meetings. Figure 1 summarises the SEA activities to 
date in relation to the Strategy: 
 
Figure 1: SEA activities to date 

SEA Action/ Activity Timeframe Notes 

Officer meeting to review 
scope and environmental 
baseline for SEA 

August 2011 Screening deemed 
not to be required 
so proceeded 
straight to Scoping 
stage 

Revised SEA Scoping 
Report submitted  

September 2011  

Responses on SEA 
Scoping Report received 

October 2011  

Drafting of SEA 
Environmental Report 
alongside drafting of Open 
Space Audit & Strategy 

November 2011 - 
October 2013 

Officer Steering 
Group consulted 
during document 
development 

Completed draft Strategy 
(including SEA of 
alternative policies and 
actions) 

October 2013  

Completed draft 
Environmental Report 

October 2013  

Draft Approval from 
Clackmannanshire Council 
for Consultation 

Expected October 
2013 

 

Final Approval from 
Clackmannanshire Council 

Expected Autumn 
2014 
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3. The Context for the SEA 
 

3.1.  Outline and objectives of the Open Space Audit & Strategy 
 
The Open Space Audit & Strategy has been developed by Clackmannanshire Council in 
order to provide a coordinated approach to the provision of high quality, accessible open 
spaces for residents and visitors in Clackmannanshire. 
 
In doing so it meets the requirements of Scottish Government Planning Policy (SPP 2010) 
which recommends that we: 
 

• Undertake an open space audit to record the baseline conditions in their area; 
• Prepare an open space strategy setting out a vision for new and improved open 

spaces and addressing any deficiencies identified in the audit: and, 
• Take a strategic and long term approach to managing the open space in their area, 

assessing both current and future needs and protecting all spaces which can help to 
meet them. 

 
The Audit provides an assessment of the quantity, quality, and accessibility of Council 
maintained open spaces in Clackmannanshire. Where appropriate, it also identifies the 
quantity and distribution of private provision which supplements the Council provision, for 
example play areas within new developments. The Strategy and Action Plan then sets out a 
vision for the provision, management and maintenance of Council-owned open spaces in 
Clackmannanshire, and a list of actions that are required to enable this vision to become a 
reality. 
 
In addition to meeting our responsibilities under Scottish Planning Policy, the Open Space 
Audit & Strategy will help the Council and its community planning partners to deliver on a 
number of the priority outcomes in Clackmannanshire's Community Plan and Single 
Outcome Agreement, including: 
 

• Clackmannanshire has a positive image and attracts people and business 
• Communities are more inclusive and cohesive 
• Health is improving 
• Our environment is protected and enhanced 

 
Vision 
 
'In 2034, Clackmannanshire's open spaces form a sustainable network of attractive and 
accessible sites that meet the needs of local people. They are places that residents and 
visitors can use for sport, leisure, active travel, relaxation and learning, and places where 
biodiversity thrives.  The networks will provide better connectivity for people and wildlife both 
within Clackmannanshire and with other surrounding areas. 
 
We will have actively contributed to the strengthening of the Central Scotland Green Network 
(CSGN), a national infrastructure priority, the aims of which include an improved environment 
for economic regeneration, improved access to high-quality and biodiversity-rich open 
spaces, and increased opportunities for healthy outdoor recreation, experience of nature and 
cultural activity.'  
 
Outputs 
 
In order to meet the requirements of Scottish Planning Policy and to ensure the effective 
provision, use and management of open spaces in Clackmannanshire, this Strategy contains 
the following: 
 

1. An assessment of the quantity of open space in Clackmannanshire 
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2. An assessment of the quality of Council-maintained open spaces  
 

3. An assessment of accessibility using geographical information systems (GIS)  
 

4. A comparison of the level of open space provision with national standards, good 
practice guidance and other Local Authorities, wherever possible 

 
5. Clackmannanshire-specific aspirations for the quantity, quality and accessibility of 

different types of open space  
 

6. An Action Plan for making progress towards meeting these aspirations   
 
Objectives 
 
The Open Space Strategy will contribute to the delivery of the following key objectives of the 
Clackmannanshire Local Development Plan: 
 
Local Development Plan Strategic Objective 3: Environmental Sustainability by helping to 
deliver a sustainable pattern of development that supports  community cohesion, reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions, supports waste  minimisation and ensures that new development 
consistently contributes to environmental protection and enhancement. 
 
Local Development Plan Strategic Objective 5: Community Regeneration and Improving 
Health and Wellbeing by working with partners to achieve social  regeneration,revitalise 
those parts of the county which continue to be affected by deprivation and lack of 
opportunities, enable residents to lead active and healthy lifestyles and address health 
inequalities. 
 
Local Development Plan Strategic Objective 6: Natural Environment by helping to protect 
and enhance Clackmannanshire's natural heritage,  regenerate our natural environment and 
support the strategic objectives of the Scottish Green Network. 
 
Local Development Plan Strategic Objective 7: Built Environment by helping to facilitate well 
designed places and enhance local distinctiveness. 
 
Local Development Plan Strategic Objective 8: Sustainable Transport and Accessibility by 
facilitating improved movement and accessibility between  homes, jobs and schools and 
reduce reliance on private cars. 
 
Overarching Principles 
 

• Accessible - Equitable access for all members of the community regardless of age, 
ability or location 

 
• Multifunctional - A range of spaces that are multi-functional to enable them to be 

flexible in meeting the needs of both people and wildlife 
 
• Connected - Well-connected sites that enable both people and wildlife to move 

through the network 
 
• Healthy - Sites that promote and facilitate healthier life styles and improved mental 

well-being 
 
• Good for the economy - Clackmannanshire is an attractive place where people want 

to live and work, and where businesses want to invest in 
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• Good for the environment - Our environment is protected, enhanced and valued by 
current and future generations. Our environment is less vulnerable to future climate 
change. People are encouraged and enabled to make more journeys by active travel 

 
Scope 
 
Greenspace Scotland defines ‘open space’ as open, usually green land within and on the 
edge of settlements. This includes parks, public gardens, allotments, woodland, play areas, 
playing fields, green corridors and paths, churchyards and cemeteries, natural and semi-
natural areas and ‘civic spaces’ such as squares or other hard surfaced areas.  
 
The Scottish Government's 'Planning Advice Note 65: Planning and open space' (PAN 65) 
sets out a typology of open spaces to be included in an Open Space Strategy. We have 
adapted this typology to make it more relevant to Clackmannanshire.  
 
 
Figure 2: Chapter Summary Table of OSS 

Chapter 
 

Summary Typologies 

Formal Open 
Space 

 

Areas of land normally enclosed, designed and 
managed as a public park or garden; 
landscaped areas providing visual amenity or 
separating different buildings thereby providing 
informal recreational activities and general 
environmental benefits; areas providing safe 
and accessible opportunities for play; burial 
grounds.  

• Public parks, gardens 
and amenity green 
space 

• Play space for 
children 

• Burial grounds & 
cemeteries 

Sports 
Provision 
 

Large and generally flat areas of grassland or 
specifically designed surfaces used primarily 
for designated sports. 

• Pitches & playing 
fields 

• Tennis courts 
• Golf courses 
• Bowling greens 
• Mixed use games 

areas (MUGAs) 
Community 
Growing 
Spaces 
 

Areas of Land growing fruits, vegetables or 
other community growing plants either in 
individual allotments or as a community spaces 
activity.  

• Allotments 
• Community Gardens 
• Orchards 

Active Travel 
(Green 
Corridors) 
 

Routes including river corridors and old railway 
lines, linking different areas within a settlement 
as part of designated or managed network and 
used for walking cycling, or linking settlements 
to their surrounding countryside or country 
parks.  

• Core paths 
• Cycle routes 

Natural & 
Semi-Natural 
Recreational 
Spaces 

Areas of undeveloped or previously developed 
land with residual natural habitats or which 
have been planted or colonised by vegetation 
or wildlife including woodlands and wetlands.  

• Woodlands 
• Rural sites e.g. 

Gartmorn Dam 

 
3.2. Relationship to other plans and policies 
 
The Open Space Audit & Strategy will link into other existing PPS, whilst at the same time it is 
intended that it will be influenced and have an influence on future strategic planning within the 
Council. The Open Space Audit & Strategy is a key document that will provide the strategic 
framework for the protection, management and ongoing provision of open space and outdoor 
recreation in Clackmannanshire. The Strategy is being produced alongside the Proposed 
Clackmannanshire local Development Plan to ensure synergies between these two important 
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PPS. The Local Development Plan has an important role to play in protecting the valuable 
open spaces identified in the Open Space Audit & Strategy, and ensuring appropriate levels 
of additional provision through new development to meet the needs of a growing population.   
 
The Open Space Strategy is directly and indirectly influenced by legislation and a number of 
national and regional PPS (Figure 3). Appendix B contains more detailed information on 
relevant legislation, policies and directives that will influence the Strategy. 
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Figure 3: The relationship between the Open Space Audit & Strategy and both legislation and 
national/regional/local PPS. 
 

Legislation 
 

• Planning Etc (Scotland) Act 2006 
• Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 
• Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 
• Equality Act 2010 
• Allotment (Scotland) Acts of 1922 and 1950 
• Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 
• Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 
• Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011 

National Plans, Policies and Strategies 
 

• Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) (2010) 
• Planning Advice Note 65: Planning and Open Space (Revised 

2008) 
• Scotland Performs (national performance framework) 
• Out There (2009) (SportScotland) 
• Cycling Action Plan for Scotland (2010) 
• Scotland's Biodiversity Strategy - It’s in Your Hands (2004) 
• Scottish Forestry Strategy 

Clackmannanshire Plans, Policies and Strategies 
 

• Proposed Local Development Plan (under development) 
• Open Space Framework (2011) 
• Community Plan (2010) 
• Single Outcome Agreement (SOA) 
• Clackmannanshire Joint Health Improvement Plan 2010-2012 
• Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy 
• Clackmannanshire Council Equality Scheme 2010 Update 
• Clackmannanshire Standard For the Provision and Maintenance of 

Public Open Space within Residential Developments 
• Cemeteries Strategy (2008) 
• Core Paths Plan (2009) 
• Local Transport Strategy (2010) 
• Clackmannanshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan (2012) 
• Stirling and Clackmannanshire Forest and Woodland Strategy (under 

development) 
• Land Asset Management Plan (under development) 
• Leisure and Sport Strategy (under development) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.clacksweb.org.uk/site/documents/communityplanning/clackmannanshiresingleoutcomeagreement20092012/
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Figure 4 summarises how the Open Space Audit and Strategy affects, and is affected by, 
other relevant PPS and environmental protection objectives.  Appendix B shows a more 
detailed analysis.   
Figure 4. Relevant plans, programmes and strategies (PPS) and environmental 
protective objectives, and their relationship with the Open Space Audit and Strategy 

 
Name of 
PPS/Environmental 
Protection  Objectives 

Environmental 
Requirements of PPS 

How it affects, or is 
affected by the OSS in 
terms of SEA issues 
referred to in Schedule 3 of 
the Act 

National PPS/Environmental Objectives 
Environmental Assessment 
(Scotland) Act 2005 

Extends Scottish legislation 
for SEA beyond the 
requirements of the "SEA 
Directive" 

The SEA will be carried out 
according to this legislation 

Climate Change (Scotland) 
Act 2009 

Sets in statute the Govt's 
strategy to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by 80%  by 2050 

The Council will require to 
consider, how, through the 
OSS it can contribute to 
reducing carbon emissions 

Planning (etc) Scotland Act 
2006 

This Act was introduced to 
modernise the planning 
system in Scotland, including 
Development Planning, 
Development Management, 
Enforcement and Appeals 

The OSS will help inform 
policy making on open space  
and decisions on planning 
applications affecting existing 
or proposed open space 

Scottish Government Climate 
Change Adaptation 
Framework 

The Framework sets the 
strategic direction for 
Scottish Government actions 
but, because many 
adaptation decisions are 
taken at a local level by 
individual organisations, 
action from across all sectors 
is needed. 

The OSS has taken account 
of the Council's Sustainability 
and Climate Change 
Strategy 

Flood Risk Management 
(Scotland) Act 2009 

Requires a more integrated 
and sustainable approach to 
flood risk management and 
prescribes a new 
responsibility for the Scottish 
Ministers, SEPA, Scottish 
Water and local authorities to 
exercise their flood risk 
related functions with a view 
to reducing overall flood risk. 

The Council may require to 
consider the role open 
spaces and the manner in 
which they are maintained 
can contribute to flood risk 
management 

Equality Act 2010 The Act addresses unfair 
treatment and helps achieve 
equal opportunities in the 
workplace and wider society 

The OSS will be subject to 
an Equalities Assessment in 
order to ensure that it is in 
accordance with the law. 

Allotment (Scotland) Acts of 
1922 & 1950 

These Acts set out the duties 
of local authorities in relation 
to allotment provision within 
their area.  The Council has 
powers to acquire land for 
allotments. 

The OSS will have regard to 
the Council's powers and 
responsibilities in relation to 
allotments. 



 

Page 17 of 143  Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 2013 

 
Land Reform (Scotland) Act 
2003 

The Land Reform (Scotland) 
Act establishes the statutory 
right of access to land and 
inland water for outdoor 
recreation 

The OSS will consider the 
impacts of access rights on 
open space provision, 
particularly in relation to 
privately owned open space 

Nature Conservation 
(Scotland) Act 2004 

The Nature Conservation 
(Scotland) Act delivers the 
legislative components for a 
new system of nature 
conservation. It has three key 
parts, reflecting three central 
themes: 1. conservation of 
biodiversity 2. a system for 
protecting Scotland’s most 
precious natural places 3. 
effective action to combat 
wildlife crime.  
 

The effects on biodiversity 
will be considered in the 
OSS. 

Wildlife & Natural 
Environment (Scotland) Act 
2011 

The Act updates legislation 
protecting Scotland's wildlife 
and ensures legislation that 
regulates and manages the 
natural environment is fit for 
purpose. 

The effects of the new Act 
will be considered in the OSS

Scottish Planning Policy 
(SPP) 2010 

The SPP sets out the 
Government 's view on the 
purpose of planning, core 
principles  and subject based 
policy guidance, including 
open space and physical 
activity. The SPP states that 
authorities should undertake 
an audit of open space and 
set out a strategy for its 
future management. 

The OSS will meet the 
Government's requirement 
for the Council to audit and 
set out a strategy for 
management of its open 
spaces. 

Planning Advice Note (PAN) 
65: Planning and Open 
Space (Revised 2008) 

Provides advice on the role 
of the planning system in 
protecting and enhancing 
existing open spaces and 
providing high quality new 
spaces, including advice on 
preparation of Open Space 
Strategies 

The OSS will be prepared in 
accordance with the advice 
set out in the PAN. 

Out There (2009) 
SportScotland 

Out There is Sportscotland's 
policy statement on sports 
and physical recreation in the 
outdoors, and promotes the 
need to appreciate and 
consider sport and recreation 
interests in the outdoors and 
take a positive approach to 
their planning and 
management 

The OSS will consider the 
impacts on sports and 
physical recreation of the 
OSS. 
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Cycling Action Plan for 
Scotland (2010) 

The Action Plan aims to 
provide a framework to help 
create an environment which 
is attractive, accessible and 
safe for cycling 

The OSS deals with active 
travel routes, including cycle 
routes, and the Council will 
seek to ensure the aims of 
the Action Plan are reflected 
in the Strategy 

Scotland's Biodiversity 
Strategy - Its In Your Hands 
(2004) 

The strategy outlines a 
number of actions with the 
overall aim of conserving 
biodiversity for the health, 
enjoyment and well being of 
the people of Scotland now 
and in the future.  
 

The OSS will consider 
potential effects on 
biodiversity and will seek to 
conserve and enhance the 
natural heritage resource.  
 

Scottish Forestry Strategy 
(2006) 

The Strategy sets out a 
vision of forestry that is: 
*Diverse and strong 
*In tune with the environment 
*Employing many people in a 
wide range of enterprises, 
and 
*Providing the many other 
services people need now 
and in the future 

The OSS will reflect the 
Scottish Forestry Strategy. 

Local PPS/Environmental Objectives 
Proposed Local 
Development Plan (under 
development) 
 

Setting out a plan for 
sustainable development in 
Clackmannanshire 

The Outcomes of the OSS 
will influence how policies 
and proposals in the LDP 
relating to open space are 
framed 

Open Space Framework 
(2011) 

 

Consultation document on 
the Council's approach to 
protection and development 
of open space 

It will inform both land use 
planning and OSS objectives 
and actions on open space 

Community Plan (2010) Provides a framework in 
which community planning 
operates 

Guides  how we can 
enhance lifestyles in 
Clackmannanshire, through 
the provision and 
management of open spaces 

Single Outcome 
Agreement (SOA) 

A concordat between the 
Council and Scottish Govt, 
focussing our activities to 
national targets and 
indicators, including  
enhancing the environment 
and improving health 

The outcomes of the OSS 
will require to align with the 
Council's SOA. 

Clackmannanshire Joint 
Health Improvement Plan 
2010-2012 

The CJHIP  provides a 
framework to support the 
delivery of key health 
improvement objectives of 
the Council and health 
partners. 

Access to open space for 
outdoor recreation is a key 
element of improving 
Clackmannanshire's health 
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Sustainability and 
Climate Change Strategy 
(2011) 

The SCCS sets out a plan for 
addressing  sustainability 
and climate change, and sets 
out strategic priorities, 
focussing on Council 
activities 

 

The future provision and 
management of open spaces 
will  play an important role in 
meeting these priorities 

Clackmannanshire 
Council Gender Equality 
Scheme 2010 Update 

The Scheme sets out the 
Council's commitment to 
gender equality and ensures 
compliance with legislation in 
this regard 

The OSS will require to take 
equality into account and that 
it promotes equality 

Clackmannanshire 
Standard for the 
Provision and 
Maintenance of Public 
Open Space within 
Residential 
Developments 

This sets out the standards 
that the Council will set and 
adhere to in the maintenance 
of open spaces, including 
parks, pitches, play areas 
and trees 

The OSS will consider and 
make recommendations on 
the maintenance standards 
of the Council, taking 
account of the environment, 
function and cost 

Cemeteries Strategy 
(2008) 

A comprehensive strategy 
setting out  future investment 
plans for Clackmannanshire's 
cemeteries 

Cemeteries are open spaces 
and the manner in which they 
are maintained requires by 
the OSS.  

Core Paths Plan (2009) Prepared in accordance with 
the Land Reform (Scotland) 
Act 2003, and comprises a 
plan of the network of paths  
which would be sufficient for 
the purpose of giving the 
public reasonable access 
throughout their area" 

The OSS includes 
assessment of Core Path 
provision and sets out key 
recommendations and 
actions based on 
assessment of the network 
contained in the Core Path 
Plan 

Local Transport Strategy 
(2010) 

Sets out how the Council 
intends to meet national 
objectives, and also details 
actions for transportation 
provision, including cycling 
and walking networks 

The OSS includes 
assessment of green travel 
networks, including core 
paths and cycle routes, and 
sets out key 
recommendations and 
actions based on this 
assessment. 

Clackmannanshire Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan 
(2012) 

Explains priorities for the 
improvement of biodiversity 
in Clackmannanshire 
between 2012-17.  Sets out 
an Action Plan to protect 
biodiversity.  

The future management and 
maintenance of open spaces 
should contribute to the 
principles and actions set out 
in the Biodiversity Action 
Plan. 

Stirling & Clacks Forest & 
Woodland Strategy 
(under development) 

  

Land Asset Management 
Plan (under 
development) 

  

Leisure and Sport 
Strategy (under 
development) 
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3.3. Relevant aspects of the current state of the environment 
 
The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 Schedule 3 requires that the 
Environmental Report includes a description of  the relevant aspects of the current state of 
the environment and the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the PPS, and “the 
environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected”.  This section aims to 
describe the environmental context within which the PPS operates and the constraints and 
targets that this context imposes on the PPS. Figure 5, below summarises the data collected 
and the source. 
 
The environmental information contained in this section was originally produced by Land Use 
Consultants for the Clackmannanshire Local Plan 1st Alteration SEA (Land Use Consultants 
2009).  It has been reproduced here, with revisions where new information has become 
available. Further information can be found in the Environmental Report for the 
Clackmannanshire Main Issues Report (2011) which is available on the SEA Gateway. 
 
Figure 5: Summary of Environmental Data 

 
Biodiversity, flora and fauna 

 
Clackmannanshire has a diverse range of valued habitats and species with a series of 
designated Sites. Clackmannanshire contains 9 SSSIs. Approximately 249 hectares of 
Clackmannanshire are within the Firth of Forth Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar 
Site. The area was designated primarily for the protection of migratory bird species visiting 
the Forth Estuary.  
 
Clackmannanshire’s woodland accounts for 2446 ha or 16.2% of the total land area of the 
county, which is a significant proportion in comparison with national averages. Plantation 
conifer woodlands of pine, mixed spruce and larch account for 36% of the total wooded 
area. The remaining 1564 ha consists of a range of broadleaved woodland types. 
Broadleaved woods cover 9.6% of the total land area, which is much higher than the 
Scottish average of 4.5% and the national average of 3.5% and therefore represents an 
important habitat for the district. The majority of the broadleaved woods (1,091ha or 
69.8%) consist of recent broadleaved or mixed plantations. Of the remaining semi-natural 
woodland resource, only 197ha (12.6%) are long established woodlands, with a tiny 
proportion (38ha or 2.4%) of ancient woodlands. 
 
There are important fisheries on the Devon for brown trout and salmon, which is protected 
under Annex II of the EC Species and Habitats Directive. The three British species of 
lamprey are also covered by the latter piece of legislation, and all are known in the Forth 
catchment.  The main implications of development on the wider geographical area relate to 
impacts on the water environment of the Firth of Forth, and habitat connectivity through the 
woodlands to the east of the area. 

 
Population and Human Health 

 
Clackmannanshire is 15,809ha in area, with population density over four times higher than 
the Scottish average (308 persons per square km for Clackmannanshire: 66 persons per 
sq km for Scotland).  The majority of employment in Clackmannanshire is in services such 
as public administration, education, health and other services, with this sector covering 
approximately 43% of jobs, significantly higher than the national figures (36%). Other major 
sources of employment are in the areas of retail, wholesale and hotels, manufacturing, 
finance and business, construction and transport. Clackmannanshire has significantly 
lower figures than the national average for jobs in finance and business, and in energy and 
water, but is above in the areas of manufacturing and construction. 
 
Overall, inequalities in Clackmannanshire have been improving in recent years with the 
county currently ranked 17th out of the 32 local authority areas in terms of overall 
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deprivation, an improvement from 15th in 2006 and 14th in 2004. Three communities have 
moved out of the 15% most deprived in Scotland but there are still four communities that 
fall into this category, two of which are actually in the 5% most deprived.  
 
Overall, the all-cause mortality rate (all ages) in Clackmannanshire is similar to the Scottish 
average but the mortality rates are significantly worse than the Scottish average in the 
County's most vulnerable communities. In terms of the mortality rate from heart disease 
the Clackmannanshire average (142.9) is significantly higher than the Scottish average 
(132.2). 22.1% of Primary 1 children are currently classified as overweight and of those, 8 
% are classified as obese.   
 
In addition, the estimated percentage of the population prescribed drugs for anxiety, 
depression or psychosis is higher than the Scottish average (9% compared to 8%).  

 
Water 

 
Clackmannanshire is relatively poorly served by open water, with Gartmorn Dam the single 
largest area of open water. Clackmannanshire Council manages Gartmorn Dam as part of 
the Gartmorn Dam Country Park.  The River Devon and the River Black Devon are the 
principal rivers in the  area.  The River Devon rises in the Ochil Hills to the north of the area 
and flows east to west. The catchment comprises a mountainous upper catchment and a 
lower floodplain.  The River Black Devon flows from east to west through the northern edge 
of Clackmannan. It rises as a series of small tributaries in low lying hills to the east and out 
with the Council area.   
 
The EU Water Framework Directive requires water bodies (rivers, lochs, groundwater, 
artificial waters and costal waters) to be classified on a status basis related to a number of 
characteristics including ecology, geomorphology, and chemistry  to give a holistic 
overview of each water body.  Based on 2010 SEPA data, in general the significant hill 
burns feeding into the River Devon have good status, with the majority of other water 
bodies in Clackmannanshire having a moderate status due to number of factors including 
urban development and diffuse pollution. The Forth Estuary in Clackmannanshire is 
classified as having poor ecological potential, due to a number of issues including flood 
banks, diffuse pollution and significant domestic and industrial discharges.  
 
The SEPA indicative flood map for Scotland identifies areas at potential risk of flooding 
from rivers and the sea. This does not take into account all flood defences which may be in 
place, however it provides an indication of areas at risk. Low lying areas adjacent to the 
River Forth are potentially at risk from flooding along the estuary. There is also flood risk 
associated with the course of the River Devon, the River Black Devon, and the outflow 
from Gartmorn Dam. 

 
Soils 

 
Clackmannanshire holds approximately 1% of total vacant and derelict land by area, as a 
percentage of total vacant/derelict land recorded in Scotland.  The low lying agricultural 
landscapes of Clackmannanshire are productive farmland, and the high population density 
of the area puts pressure on the available land resource. 

 
Air 

 
The main source of air pollution in Clackmannanshire is traffic. In Clackmannanshire there 
is only a little industrial activity within Alloa with the majority of the county being rural in 
nature. There are currently no declared Air Quality Management Areas in 
Clackmannanshire.  Trends in road traffic show an overall increasing quantity of vehicles 
on the road within Clackmannanshire. Roads which experienced the greatest change 
(>5%) in traffic counts between 2006 and 2007 include the A907 at Blackgrange, at 
Fairfield on the B908 north of Alloa, the B9140 at Muirside north of Tullibody and the 
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Tullibody bypass.  The reopening of the passenger railway between Stirling and Alloa in 
June 2008 has increased the opportunities for sustainable travel within Clackmannanshire. 

 
Climate and energy 

 
Predicted climate change impacts indicate an increasing trend in maximum and minimum 
temperatures, a decrease in the length of winter cold spells and occurrence of air and 
ground frost, an upward trend in the days of heavy rain each year and in the average 
rainfall intensity.  This has implications for identifying and mitigating future flood risk. 
 
As part of a national project, Clackmannanshire Council has undertaken research to 
produce a Local Climate Impacts Profile to ascertain the number and nature of severe 
weather events in Clackmannanshire in the period 2000 - mid-2009.  This established that 
there had been 38 events in that period, and generally an increasing number of events 
year on year.  The most prominent issue highlighted by the research was heavy rainfall 
and subsequent flooding, followed by high winds, and one heatwave event.  
 
Figures released by the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) show 
Clackmannanshire's per capita greenhouse gas emissions to be higher than the Scottish 
average. 

 
Landscape 

 
Clackmannanshire is broadly characterised as rural in terms of landscape and settlement 
pattern, but with the bulk of the population, employment and development activity 
concentrated in a small number of the larger urban communities in the Core Area. 
Agriculture is the most extensive land use within the area and is very diverse, reflecting the 
area's varied topography, climate and soils. Forestry is the other major land use.  There 
are two designated AGLVs within Clackmannanshire which include the Ochil Hills to the 
north and The Forest to the east. 
 
Environmental baseline information provides the basis for predicting, evaluating and 
monitoring the environmental effects of the open Space Audit & Strategy. It highlights some 
of the environmental problems detailed below in Section 3.4 and has informed the setting of 
SEA objectives in Section 3.6. 
 
3.4. Environmental issues 
 
The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 requires that the Environmental Report 
includes a description of existing environmental problems, in particular those relating to any 
areas of particular environmental importance. The purpose of this section is to explain how 
existing environmental problems will affect or be affected by the Open Space Audit & 
Strategy and whether the PPS is likely to aggravate, reduce or otherwise affect existing 
environmental problems.   
 
Existing environmental problems were identified during the Scoping stage to ensure that 
relevant issues are taken into account in the assessment. Existing environmental problems 
of relevance to the Open Space Audit & Strategy have been identified through analysis of the 
baseline information. The following table (Figure 6) highlights the environmental issues that 
relate to the preparation of the Strategy and aims to identify the opportunities for the 
production of the plan to assist in addressing them. 
 
Figure 6: Environmental problems relevant to the Open Space Audit & Strategy 

Topic Problem Supporting 
data 

Implications  for 
Strategy 
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Topic Problem Supporting 
data 

Implications  for 
Strategy 

Clackmannanshire includes a number of 
protected areas, including  the 
internationally protected Firth of Forth 
SPA, Ramsar and SSSI. Important 
habitats include lowland raised bog which 
is a nationally scarce resource.  

The County has a relatively high level of 
woodland and forestry cover compared to 
the rest of Scotland, however it has a very 
limited extent of ancient woodland. 

The decline of biodiversity and associated 
habitats is a key issue for 
Clackmannanshire, particularly through 
development pressure, land management 
practices and intensification of farming. 

Significant habitat losses have occurred in 
relation to native woodlands, species rich 
grassland and hedgerows. There is a 
need to increase awareness and 
understanding of the natural heritage 
interests. There is a need to improve the 
natural heritage of farmed land to improve 
biodiversity, increase landscape diversity 
and expand native woodlands.  Existing 
coniferous woodlands should be 
managed for enhanced natural heritage 
value. 

Biodiversity 
flora and 
fauna 

Non-native invasive plant and animal 
species are a threat to local biodiversity.  
This is particularly a problem along 
watercourses. 

SNH Natural 
Heritage 
Trends 
LBAP 
Draft Clacks 
Biodiversity 
Action Plan. 

Protection and 
enhancement of 
designated 
areas, Firth of 
Forth SPA and 
Ramsar and 
important 
habitats 
including 
protection of 
ancient 
woodland. May 
identify 
opportunities for 
habitat 
restoration or 
creation.  

Overall, inequalities in Clackmannanshire 
have been improving in recent years with 
the county currently ranked 17th out of 
the 32 local authority areas in terms of 
overall deprivation, an improvement from 
15th in 2006 and 14th in 2004. 
There is a higher than average 
percentage of adults claiming incapacity 
benefit or severe disability allowance. 

Scottish 
Index of 
Multiple 
Deprivation 
(2009) 

Population 
and human 
health 

Overall, the all-cause mortality rate (all 
ages) in Clackmannanshire is similar to 
the Scottish average but the mortality 
rates are significantly worse than the 
Scottish average in the County's most 
vulnerable communities. 

Scottish 
Public Health 
Observatory 
(2010) for 
ISD Scotland 

Supporting 
accessibility 
and health 
improvement. 
Supporting 
urban renewal. 
Focusing 
resources to 
reduce 
inequalities in 
environmental 
quality across 
the County. 
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Topic Problem Supporting 
data 

Implications  for 
Strategy 

In terms of the mortality rate from heart 
disease the Clackmannanshire average 
(142.9) is significantly higher than the 
Scottish average (132.2).  
22.1% of Primary 1 children are currently 
classified as overweight and of those, 8 % 
are classified as obese.  
The estimated percentage of the 
population prescribed drugs for anxiety, 
depression or psychosis is higher than the 
Scottish average (9% compared to 8%). 
Clackmannanshire has a limited quantity 
of open water but includes the main river 
catchments of the River Devon, River 
Black Devon and River Forth.  Water 
status is generally moderate in 
Clackmannanshire's rivers, with the 
estuarine waters being of poor ecological 
status.  This reflects past and present 
urban/industrial pressures on these water 
bodies. 

Water  

There is potential flood risk associated 
with the River Devon, River Black Devon 
and River Forth. 
There is a need to allow freshwater 
systems to function naturally wherever 
possible 

SEPA River 
Basin 
Management 
Plan Maps 

Reviewing 
recreational use 
of water bodies. 
Identifying sites 
for open space 
uses which are 
unsuitable for 
other uses due 
to flood risk 

Soil The total area of vacant and derelict land 
in Clackmannanshire has increased 
between 2002 and 2007, and at 45ha 
comprises 0.28% of the land area, which 
is above the Scottish average of 0.10%. 

The Scottish 
Government 
(2008) 
Scottish 
Vacant and 
Derelict Land 
Survey 2007 

Identifying 
potential open 
space uses of 
vacant and 
derelict land 
through 
restoration or 
temporary 
greening 

Air Quality 
and 
Transport 

Nitrogen dioxide emissions are currently 
below the concentrations identified as air 
quality objectives for Scotland by 2010.  
However levels at some monitoring 
locations are closer to the air quality 
objective levels and the implications of 
increased traffic on theses roads should 
be carefully considered in the 
assessment. 
PM10s are emitted through combustion, 
and road traffic is a contributor to this.  
Monitoring within Clackmannanshire has 
identified that PM10 levels had not 
exceeded  air quality objectives for 
Scotland in 2009.    

Clackmannan
shire Council 
LAQM 
Progress 
Report 2010 

Reducing 
carbon dioxide 
emissions from 
travel by 
enabling more 
journeys to be 
made by active 
travel 

Climatic 
Factors 

 Climate change could have many 
different impacts on the environment 

UKCIP02 
Climate 

Mitigating 
climate change 
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Topic Problem Supporting 
data 

Implications  for 
Strategy 

including water resources, flooding, 
biodiversity, population and health and 
wellbeing.  Detailed information on the 
impacts of climate change is not available 
for Clackmannanshire, however issues 
such as flooding and landslips are likely to 
result. 

Change 
Scenarios 
SNIFFER 
(2006) Online 
handbook of 
Climate 
Trends 
Across 
Scotland 

by increasing 
active travel. 
Increasing 
connectivity 
between sites to 
enable species 
migration.  

Clackmannanshire is distinguished by the 
contrast between the high ground of the 
Ochil Hills and the flat carselands of the 
Devon and Forth Valleys.  
The principal areas of Green Belt in 
Clackmannanshire are between Alloa and 
Clackmannan, Tullibody and along the 
Hillfoots. 
Meandering watercourses, hedgerows 
and field trees, policy influences and the 
importance of views to the Ochil Hills are 
landscape features which are threatened 
by settlement expansion, transport and 
infrastructure.  Two AGLV extend across 
the area. 

Landscape 
 

Clackmannanshire has a high level of 
developed land and there is a need to 
safeguard and enhance the settings of 
Clackmannanshire’s towns and villages 

ASH (1998) 
Clackmannan
shire 
Landscape 
Character 
Assessment 

Ensuring that 
that these 
landscapes are 
accessible. 
Protecting and 
enhancing their 
value as open 
space assets.  

 
3.5. Likely evolution of the environment without the Open Space Audit & Strategy 
 
 
The Open Space Audit and Strategy is a cross cutting strategy rather than a purely 
environmental one, and there are no environmental issues that are supported by the OSS 
alone. In addition, the Council already has a range of measures directly supporting 
environmental issues, including but not limited to: 
Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy (2011) 
Greening Clackmannanshire (2010) 
Play Areas (2007) 
Cemeteries (2008) 
Core Path Plan (2009) 
Clackmannanshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan (2012) 
The Land Asset Management Plan and the Leisure and Sport Strategy currently under 
development will also support the Open Space Strategy 
 
The OSS provides a further layer of integration of council plans, policies and strategies 
impacting the environment and in effect adds value to environmental measures already in 
place. Without the OSS these measures would for the most part still take place but with a 
reduced incidence of co benefits and potentially at greater expense. 
 
Figure 7: Future Changes without OSS 

SEA Category 
 

Environmental Changes 
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Biodiversity, Flora and 
Fauna 

The Clackmannanshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan contains 
a range of measures to support biodiversity, flora and fauna 
but without the OSS there would be less integration with the 
ongoing management of open spaces in the county. 

Human Health The OSS adds value to existing measures to promote health 
such as the Core Paths Plan and Play areas. Without the OSS 
a degree of co-ordination would be lost, and overall health 
gains could be lesser but at greater expense. 

Climate 
 

The OSS acknowledges the importance of open spaces for 
both climate change mitigation (reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases that cause global warming) and adaptation 
(adapting to the impacts of unavoidable climate change). The 
Council is committed to a range of measures in its 
Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy but without the 
OSS a layer of integration and co benefits would be lost 

Landscape 
 

Without the OSS the Council would continue to manage its 
open spaces according to a disparate range of measures such 
as in the Play Areas and Cemeteries strategies and the Core 
Paths Plan but without the added value arising from the 
integrated approach provided by the OSS  

 
3.6. SEA Objectives 
 
At the Scoping stage of the SEA process environmental issues were scoped in and out as 
follows: 
  Figure 8: Scoping Issues 

Scoped In Scoped Out 
 

Biodiversity, flora, fauna Soil 
Population Water 
Human health Air 
Climatic factors Material assets 
Landscape Cultural heritage  

 
The Clackmannanshire Local Development Plan identifies a number of SEA Environmental 
Objectives. To ensure consistency across Council policies and strategies we have used the 
SEA objectives from the Local Development Plan for those issues which were scoped in at 
the earlier stage. These are:  
 
Figure 9: LDP SEA Objectives 

 
 SEA objective Source 

 
Population and human health 

 
B8 Our communities are safer Clackmannanshire Single Outcome 

Agreement 
B9 Our communities are more cohesive 

and inclusive 
Clackmannanshire Single Outcome 
Agreement 

C1 Improve health and reduce health 
inequalities 

Clackmannanshire Single Outcome 
Agreement 

C4 Encourage promotion and connectivity 
of the Central Scotland Green Network 
within and linking beyond 
Clackmannanshire 

Suggested by Scottish Natural Heritage 
for the Local Development Plan SEA 
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 SEA objective Source 

Biodiversity, flora, fauna 
 
D1 Further the conservation of biodiversity Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 
D5 Protect and enhance priority species 

and habitats in Clackmannanshire 
Suggested by Scottish Natural Heritage 
for the Local Development Plan SEA 

D6 Increase habitat connectivity and 
ecosystem function to assist local 
biodiversity in response to climate 
change 

Clackmannanshire Biodiversity Action 
Plan 

 
Landscape 

 
D8 Protect and enhance the distinctive 

character of the landscape and ensure 
new development does not exceed the 
capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

Paraphrased from the Ochils Landscape 
Partnership vision; amendment 
suggested by Scottish Natural Heritage 

D9 Protect and enhance areas designated 
for their national or local landscape 
importance e.g. AGLVs 

Suggested by Scottish Natural Heritage 
for the Local Development Plan SEA 

 
Climatic factors 

 
E6 Reduce the environmental impact of 

travel 
Clackmannanshire Sustainability and 
Climate Change Strategy 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to 
the effects of climate change 

Additional objective suggested by SEPA 
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4. Assessment of the Environmental Effects 
 
4.1. Alternatives considered 

 
The Open Space Audit and Strategy is a requirement of Scottish Government Planning 
Policy (SPP 2010), and therefore alternatives to the Audit and Strategy have not been 
considered. However, priority actions within the Strategy have been considered as part of the 
developmental process. In addition, the Strategy includes provision for developing 
alternatives to the status quo, including specifically identified actions such as agreeing the 
Council's position on enabling community organisations to take over management of their 
local green space. 
 
The Strategy has been subject to extensive consultation and earlier (March 2013) drafts of 
the Strategy and SEA have undergone Committee scrutiny alongside the draft Local 
Development Plan. This has resulted in a number of new  actions being proposed, some 
actions amalgamated and some actions being removed. 
 
The following actions have been removed from the draft on the basis that that they would be 
more appropriate for inclusion in the Land Asset Management Plan or the Leisure and Sport 
Strategy. 
 
The comments below are made in order to identify the need for these documents to address 
potential impacts against the same objectives as this Strategic Environmental Assessment 
and to consider appropriate mitigation measures: 
 
 
OSS Action from March draft Comment 
Action: FOR 4 Assess potential for cost 
savings in the way the Council manages and 
maintains parks and gardens as part of a 
review of maintenance regimes to be 
completed by December 2014 
 

If covered by Land Asset Management Plan, 
SEA objectives need to be considered  

Action: FOR13 Review maintenance of both 
existing and disused cemeteries and burial 
grounds. 
 

If covered by Land Asset Management Plan, 
SEA objectives need to be considered 

Action:  SPO 10 Prepare a programme of 
improvements of surfacing and fencing of 
MUGAs in order to ensure no MUGAs are in 
scoring categories 1 & 2 
 

To be addressed by Land Asset 
Management Plan  

Action ATO4: Implement an improved 
maintenance programme for vegetation 
cutting on rural cycle routes 
 

Need to ensure safety and active travel 
benefits are not lost 

Action ATO5: Implement a  'Winter 
Maintenance' regime on commuter routes to 
include gritting and snow clearance. 
 

Need to ensure safety and active travel 
benefits are not lost 

FOR3 Council to investigate handing over 
management of sites it does not own to the 
relevant landowner and prepare 
template/process map for handovers 
 

Council to ensure that the new land 
managers have the necessary support to 
ensure that negative impacts are avoided. A 
particular concern is that non-Council 
managers will not be bound by the Public 
Body Duties with regard to climate change 
and to biodiversity that affect the Council. 
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Comment OSS Action from March draft 
Assessments of potential cost savings from 
alternative management models need to 
factor in the need for the Council to ensure 
that the new land managers receive 
appropriate support to ensure that negative 
impacts are avoided. 

Action:  SPO 7 Develop a strategy and 
priority list of sites for pitch drainage and 
surface enhancement 
 

Cimate change impacts will require to be 
factored in 

Action:  SPO 8 Set priorities for delivery of 
new/upgraded changing facilities  to increase 
usability of pitches for formal matches 
 

To be addressed by Land Asset 
Management Plan  

Action:  SPO 9 Provide an upgraded pitch 
and changing facilities at Redwell as part of 
new school provision 
 

To be addressed by Land Asset 
Management Plan  

 
 
The following Clackmannanshire Recommended Standards have been amended or 
removed: 
 
Old Standard New Standard Comment 
"Average score for amenity 
green spaces of 60% 
(GOOD) or higher" 

"Minimum score for amenity 
green spaces of 40% (GOOD 
or FAIR)" 

This represents a significant 
drop in standard from the 
current average of 51%, 
although it moving from an 
average to a minimum 
requirement would capture 
the 3% of sites currently 
falling below 40% 

"Increase number of paths 
reaching 'good' standard" 

Deleted This  drop in standard is 
compensated for by the 
action to produce a 
Programme of Improvements 
to Core Paths and other 
Outdoor Access routes 

"At least 75% of all 
woodlands attaining an 
overall score of 50% or 
above" 

"At least 50% of all 
woodlands attaining an 
overall score of 50% or 
above" 

This represents an 
improvement upon existing 
provision (65% scoring under 
50%) although falls short of 
the 75% aspiration in earlier 
drafts of the Standard 

"A review of maintenance 
strategy for all woodlands to 
ensure a minimum score 
across all woodlands of 40% 
in each category" 

Deleted This will require to be 
addressed in the Land Asset 
Management Plan 

 
 
4.2. Assessment methods 

 
The purpose of the SEA is to inform policy development through an assessment of the 
significant positive and negative environmental effects of the aims, objectives and actions in 
the Open Space Audit & Strategy. The Open Space Audit & Strategy and its alternatives, 
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described earlier, have been assessed against the list of environmental issues set out in 
Schedule 3 of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005.  
 
Comments from the Consultation Authorities (SNH, SEPA and The Scottish Ministers 
(Historic Scotland)) have been taken into account regarding the methods, scope and level of 
detail in this Environmental Report. 
 
The assessment of the environmental effects and their significance has been based on a 
consideration of how the objectives and actions are likely to affect the environmental 
baseline and whether any anticipated changes to the environmental baseline will help or 
hinder the SEA objectives being achieved.  
 
The assessment identified reversible and irreversible environmental effects, risks, duration, 
magnitude and significance of the potential effects (positive, negative, short to long term) and 
the potential cumulative effects (direct, indirect, secondary and synergistic) associated with 
implementing the Strategy. Figure 10 shows the assessment matrix that was used.  
 
The environmental assessment has been carried out on all proposals/actions within the Plan, 
as well as alternatives. As a result of this process the assessment has provided the 
opportunity to consider how each action can be improved to ensure it delivers the greatest 
environmental benefits for the County, and to mitigate any potential negative impacts.  
 
The greatest difficulty experienced in carrying out this assessment was trying to reach a 
realistic estimate of the environmental impacts of each action. This was difficult for several 
different reasons: 
 
In order to make our assessment as robust as possible, wherever possible we have 
consulted the expertise of members of the Steering Group. However, there is still a degree of 
uncertainty in our assessment and instances where this is particularly apparent have been 
noted in the full environmental assessment of the actions in Appendix D.    
 
There are also a number of factors outside our control which could influence the 
environmental impacts of our actions such as the availability of funding, new issues that 
emerge during the period of the plan and require action or changes in Government policy, for 
example if National Planning Framework 2 was deleted or superseded as this contains the 
basis for the Central Scotland Green Network which is currently a strong justification for the 
work we're proposing to undertake.  
 



 

Figure 10:  Framework used to assess Open Space Audit & Strategy 

Option (x) 

Criteria 

C
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N
o 
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pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
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s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

B8 Our communities are safer      

B9 Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      

C1 Improve health and reduce health inequalities      

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the Central 
Scotland Green Network within and linking beyond 
Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

D1 Further the conservation of biodiversity      

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats in 
Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem function to 
assist local biodiversity in response to climate change      D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of the 
landscape and ensure new development does not 
exceed the capacity of the landscape to accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their national 
or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel      

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects of 
climate change       
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KEY 

  Strongly contributes/ conflicts 
  Contributes/ conflicts 
 ? Uncertain 
 

 
4.3. Summary of assessment of the Open Space Audit & Strategy and alternatives 

 
 
The complete assessment of actions in the Open Space Audit & Strategy is provided in 
Appendix D. Below is a summary of the predicted environmental impacts that will arise as a 
result of these actions being undertaken. The environmental assessment has considered 
measures to prevent, reduce or offset any significant adverse effects as far as possible, 
before considering mitigation measures. Mitigation measures could include changes to 
alternatives, changes to a specific proposal, inclusion of new provisions, technical measures 
to be applied, identifying issues to be addressed at a subsequent stage and/or proposals to 
address specific issues through other relevant PPS. Commencing the SEA process 
alongside the initial development of the Open Space Audit & Strategy has helped to ensure 
that modification could be undertaken throughout the plan development process as 
environmental issues have arisen. 
 
Overall, 53 actions were assessed against 11 objectives giving nearly 600 potential impacts. 
Actions were rated on the following scale: 
 
Code Impact 
yy Strong positive impact 
y Positive impact 
y? Potential positive impact 
? Uncertain impact 
[blank] No impact 
n? Potential negative impact 
n Negative impact 
 
 
The overall balance of positive, neutral and negative is represented in the diagram below 
where the impacts are summarised on a scale from dark green representing strong positive 
impact, blank as no impact and red as negative impact: 
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y  y yy yy yy yy yy y y yy 

FOR1 Assess potential to change our Parks and gardens to 
improve their contribution to the wider green network 
(Improved Biodiversity, increase tree cover, climate change 
adaptation and mitigation )  
FOR2 Agree the Council's position on enabling community 
organisations to take over management of their local green 
space 

n? n? n? n? n? n? n? n? n? n? n? 

FOR3 Council to identify where play area provision can be 
rationalised and new larger play areas provided              

yy yy yy y y y y y y y y 
FOR4  Ensure inclusion of play provision as part of proposed 
housing development sites in LDP, commensurate with scale 
of development and need/provision within the locality 

yy yy yy y y y y y y y y 

FOR5 Improve the play value score of Coalsnaughton Public 
Park (Play Value Assessment score:30), Greenfield Park 
(Adventure Area) in Alloa (29), Torridon Court in Alloa (29), 
Devonway Play Park in Clackmannan (29), and Alexander Park 
in Clackmannan (21).identified as 'Good' to Excellent. 

yy yy yy y y y y y y y y 
FOR6 Examine scope to improve the play value assessment 
score of play areas with a score of 20 or less, and where the 
site is strategically required to meet demand.  
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y y y     y  n n? 
FOR7 Examine scope to phase out play areas in locations 
where there is over provision and demand can be satisfied by 
higher quality play areas close by.  

y y y yy yy yy yy y  y y 
FOR8 Investigate opportunities to improve biodiversity and 
links to open space areas at Menstrie Mains and the Primary 
School playing fields 

  y  y y y y y  y y FOR9 Alva ‐ Provide cemetry extension 

yy yy yy y y y y y  y y 
FOR10 Tillicoultry Central ‐ Consider provision of new / 
enhanced facilities accessible within central location, through 
LDP 

yy yy yy yy yy yy yy   yy yy FOR11 Tillicoultry public park ‐ Investigate opportunities to 
improve play area and biodiversity 

  y  y y y y y  y y FOR12 Dollar Lovers' Loan Provide new Cemetery Extension 

y y y y y y y y  y y FOR13 Forestmill Take local deficit of open space provision 
into account when determining potential development. 

y y y yy yy yy yy y  y yy FOR14 Alloa Town Centre Carry out feasibility study into 
creation of an Alloa  Heritage and Climate Change Park 

y y y y y y y y  y y FOR15 Carsebridge Take local deficit of open space provision 
into account when determining potential development. 

y y y y y y y y  y y FOR16 Sauchie West Take local deficit of open space provision 
into account when determining potential development. 

y y y y y y y y  y y FOR17 Torridon Court Any development in the parklands 
should ensure enhancement of remaining open space 

        y    FOR18 Arns Brae Support Round Table improvements where 
possible 

y y y y      y  FOR19 Tullibody Abercromby Park Improve Access 

y y y y y y y y  y y FOR20 Alexander Park, Clackmannan Seek opportunities to 
upgrade through developer contributions   

y y y y y y y   y y FOR21 Devonway Investigate opportunities to improve 
biodiversity and access 

y y y         
SPO1 Identify priority areas for delivery of new MUGAs in 
areas of need, and wherever possible to be delivered as part of 
a new development. 
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y y          SPO2 Take an overview of accessibility to MUGAs and other 
open spaces within school grounds 

  yy y       y  SPO3 Investigate feasibility of reinstating Menstrie Tennis 
Courts 

y y y y   y   y y SPO4 Dollar Lover's Loan Provide new football pitch 
y y          SP05 Alloa Rationalise MUGA provision  

y y y y   y   y y 
SP06 Sunnyside Primary Investigate potential to deliver 
kickabout pitch through developer contributions arising from 
development of Clackmannan County Hospital site 

y yy yy yy y yy yy   y yy 
COG1 Identify potential sites that could be made available for 
allotments if a group comes forward, esp. in proximity to Alva, 
Alloa and Dollar. 

y yy yy yy y yy yy   y yy COG2  Consult with community councils and other groups 
about the demand for allotments in their area 

y yy yy yy y yy yy   y yy COG3 Provide assistance to new allotment associations in 
identifying a site. 

yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy ATO1 Produce a Programme of Improvements to Core Paths 
and other Outdoor Access routes 

yy y y       y y? 
ATO2 Complete traffic orders and install signage  to proposed 
Cycle Friendly Roads ‐ (A91‐Rumbling Bridge & Back Road, 
Alva)  

yy yy yy yy      yy  ATO3 CYN204 ‐ Upgrade Type1/country track surface to 
tarrmac surface 

yy  yy yy y y y   yy yy 
ATO4 Work with neighbouring authorities to complete and 
promote NCN76, NCN764, NCN767 and other cycle links 
between urban areas 

yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy 
ATO5 Ensure that new commercial and residential 
developments are accessible to and contribute directly or  in 
kind to the improvement of the green travel network. 

yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy ATO6 Menstrie ‐ Improve active travel route west to the 
Council boundary 

yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy ATO7 Cycle link between Sauchie/Alloa and Alva 

yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy ATO8 New remote active travel route alongside the A91 
between Alva Academy and Tillicoultry Public Park 

yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy ATO9 Dollar ‐ Vicar's Bridge Extension to Devon Way 

Page 36 of 143  Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 2013 



 

Page 37 of 143  Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 2013 

 
 

ATO10 Dollar ‐ Blairingone Provide cycle infrastructure  yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy 
ATO11 Golf Course Road Muckhart Provide infrastructure for 
cycle friendly road  yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy 

ATO12 Muckhart Provide cycle infrastructure  yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy 
ATO13 Forestmill Connections to NCN764 and Gartmorn Dam  yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy 
ATO14 Roundalwood, Sauchie to Lornshill Academy, Alloa 
Implementation of this route dependant on development of 
the Sauchie West site (this would also function as a Safer 
Route to School link) 

yy yy yy yy ? ? y   yy yy 

ATO15 Provision of cycle infrastructure Clackmannan (NCN76) 
to Alloa  yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy 

ATO16 Provide cycle infrastructure Helensfield via Jellyholm 
linking to Carsebridge  yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy 

ATO17 Provision cyclepath between Glenochil and Lornshill.  yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy 
ATO18 NCN764 to Helensfield Provision of cycle link along 
disused railway line and cycle crossing on A907.  yy yy yy yy y y y   yy yy 

NSN 1 Review woodland management to determine where 
greatest potential lies for cost‐effective remedial action and 
enhancements that can achieve most beneficial outcome in 
terms of community benefit, appeal and scope to provide a 
range of activities.  

yy yy yy y   y y   y? 

NSN2 Propose a set of remedial actions to take all woodlands 
below 25% overall score above this threshold.   yy yy yy        y? 

NSN3 Consider local community consultation and interface 
with Leisure and Sports Strategy consultation to identify 
potential for woodlands to contribute more in terms of 
community benefit and scope to provide for outdoor activities. 

yy yy yy       y y 

y y y yy yy yy yy yy  y yy 

y y y y y y y y  yy yy 

NSN4 Ochil Hills Woodland Park ‐ Extension to the woodland 
area  
Setting  Clackmannanshire Standards 
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Of the 53 actions, 46 (or 87%) were assessed as having predominantly or overall positive 
impacts, and 40 out of 53 (75%) scored positive or strongly positive against 7 or more of the 
objectives with 4 of these scoring positive or strongly positive against all 10 objectives. 
 
2 of the 53 actions have negative or potential negative impacts identified, with one of these a 
negative rather than a potential negative - the only one of all potential impacts identified. This 
was the assessment of environmental impact of travel associated with phasing out certain 
play areas: it was considered that some extra travel to higher quality play areas may ensue. 
Mitigation measures as such are not proposed in this assessment but this negative needs to 
be balanced against the positive/zero non-environmental impacts associated with this 
proposed action. 
 
This summary compares favourably with the summary from March 2013, when out of a lower 
number of actions (38 actions), a slightly higher number (35 actions or 92%) were assessed 
as having predominantly positive impacts with a lower number (15 or 39%) scoring positive 
against 7 or more objectives and four negative or potential negatives identified. This is 
discussed in more detail in the "Alternatives Considered" section. 
 
Possibly of greater significance are the potential negative impacts associated with the 
Council potentially ceding control over the management of sites, as in Action FOR2 to agree 
the Council's position on enabling community organisations to take over management of their 
local green space. A range of mitigation measures are proposed, but a group of similar 
actions has now been removed from the Strategy. These will require to be addressed by the 
Land Asset Management Plan or the Leisure and Sport Strategy. If not, significant negative 
impacts could potentially result. This is discussed in more detail in the "Alternatives 
Considered" section.  
Action FOR 3 - Council to investigate handing over management of sites it does not own to 
the relevant landowner 
Action FOR 4 - Identify potential cost savings in the way that the Council maintains its open 
spaces 
Action FOR 5 - Agree the Council's position on enabling community organisations to take 
over management of their local green space 
Action FOR 13 - Review maintenance of both existing and disused cemeteries and burial 
grounds. 
 
Of the significant mitigation measures proposed, the bulk are concerned with potential 
impacts arising if the Council ceases to manage aspects of open space by handing over 
management to other individuals or groups. In these cases a common strand linking the 
mitigation measures proposed is the need for the Council to ensure that the new land 
managers have the necessary support to ensure that negative impacts are avoided. A 
particular concern is that non-Council managers will not be bound by the Public Body Duties 
with regard to climate change and to biodiversity that affect the Council. This is also among 
the reasons for the recommendation that assessments of potential cost savings from 
alternative management models need to factor in the need for the Council to ensure that the 
new land managers receive appropriate support to ensure that negative impacts are avoided. 
 
Overall, the high number of impacts assessed as positive reflects to a significant extent the 
multiple co benefits accruing from open and green spaces, including their contribution to 
health, community, transport, leisure and education as well as environment.  
 
A decision was made to include a specific objective relating to climate change adaptation. 
The Council is currently developing a climate change adaptation strategy and one proposed 
approach is proactive use of SEA to address potential climate change impacts in the county. 
Effective indicators are still under development. As with other impacts, the largest number of 
mitigation measures proposed were in relation to changes of management. 
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5. Monitoring and Review 
 
5.1. Monitoring the environmental effects of Open Space Audit & Strategy 

implementation 
 
Monitoring is an integral part of SEA and the significant environmental effects of 
implementing the Open Space Audit & Strategy should be monitored to check the 
predictions made during the assessment, identify any unforeseen adverse effects and 
undertake any remedial action required.  
 
The monitoring approach outlined below (Figure 11) was established by the Officer Steering 
Group.  
 
Supporting plans, policies and strategies already have monitoring actions and representative 
examples from the Biodiversity Action Plan are included in the table below 
 
Figure 11: Proposed monitoring framework 
 

Indicator Data Source 

Frequency 

Category 

Our communities are 
safer 

SAP CL1 001 Neighbourhood as 
a Good Place to Live  Annual 

Our communities are 
more cohesive and 
inclusive 

  
 

Improve health and 
reduce health 
inequalities 

Number of visits to the outdoors 
(to be quantified using data from 
selected core paths) (from 
SCCD) 
Rate of adult physical activity 
(from SCCD) 
DEV SUS 006 Total no. people 
attending public ranger-led 
events 
DEV SUS 007 Total no. children 
involved in ranger-led 
environmental education 
activities 
DEV SUS 008 No. path users:  
Ochil Woodland Park 
DEV SUS 009 No. path users:  
Devon Way 
DEV SUS 010 No. path users:  
Alva Glen 
DEV SUS 011 No. path users:  
Gartmorn Dam 
 

Ranger 
Service 

Annual 

Page 40 of 143  Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 
2013 



 

Indicator Data Source 

Frequency 

Category 

DEV SUS 004 No. environmental 
projects delivered in year 

Sustainability 
Team 

Annual Encourage promotion 
and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green 
Network within and 
linking beyond 
Clackmannanshire 

Further the 
conservation of 
biodiversity 

Occurrence of invasive non-
native plant species 

CBP & CSET Annually 

Proportion of designated sites in 
favourable condition (National 
Performance Framework). 

SNH 6 years Protect and enhance 
priority species and 
habitats in 
Clackmannanshire 

Area of habitat network created 
in conjunction with Integrated 
Habitat Network data 

Clackmannans
hire Council 

Annually Increase habitat 
connectivity and 
ecosystem function to 
assist local biodiversity 
in response to climate 
change 

  

 Protect and enhance 
the distinctive 
character of the 
landscape and ensure 
new development does 
not exceed the 
capacity of the 
landscape to 
accommodate it 

Protect and enhance 
areas designated for 
their national or local 
landscape importance 
e.g. AGLVs 

  

 

Active travel/journey share  
indicators from Local Transport 
Strategy 

Roads & 
Transportation 

Annual Reduce the 
environmental impact 
of travel 

Reduce the 
vulnerability of the area 
to the effects of climate 
change 
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6. Next Steps 
 
The next steps for consulting on and finalising the Open Space Audit & Strategy are shown 
in Table 2. 
 
Table 2: Next steps 

Expected date Activity 
 

December 2013 Draft Final Open Space Audit & Strategy and Environmental 
Report taken to Clackmannanshire Council for approval 

Winter 2013 - 
2014 

8 week public and stakeholder consultation on Open Space Audit 
& Strategy and Environmental Report (including submission of 
Strategy and Environmental Report to Consultation Authorities) 

Spring/Summer 
2014 

Incorporate comments received from Consultation Authorities 
and public/stakeholder consultation and produce final Open 
Space Audit & Strategy 

Autumn 2014 
 

Adoption of final Open Space Audit & Strategy and publication of 
Post-Adoption SEA Statement. 

 
This consultation process applies to the Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 
and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Environmental Report. These documents 
will be made available for comment at the same time and should be read in conjunction with 
each other. Copies of the strategy and SEA Environmental Report will be available on the 
Clackmannanshire Council website (www.clacksweb.org.uk) and at our offices: 
 
Development Services  
Clackmannanshire Council  
Kilncraigs 
Greenside Street, Alloa, FK10 1EB 
 
The Council intends to go out to consultation on the Open Space Strategy and 
accompanying Environmental Report at the same time as the Proposed Local Development 
Plan to ensure the alignment of Council policies and strategies. Both documents will be 
consulted on for a period of 8 weeks and it is anticipated that this will take place between 
November 2013 and January 2014. 
 
Comments on the draft SEA Environmental Report should be sent in writing, either by email 
to sustainability@clacks.gov.uk, online using the online consultation programme or in hard 
copy to the address above. 
 
After consideration of the comments on both documents, the final Open Space Audit & 
Strategy will be produced and endorsed by Clackmannanshire Council. It is expected to be 
published as a final version along with a consultation report and SEA post-adoption 
statement in Autumn 2014.  



 

Appendix A: Comments received from consultation authorities on Open Space Audit & Strategy Scoping Report 
 

Section 
 

Authority Comment Response 

SEPA Generally, the scoping report provides adequate information on the 
proposed scope and level of detail of the assessment and covers most 
of the aspects that we would wish to see addressed at this stage. We 
were of the opinion at screening stage that the Strategy was unlikely to 
have significant environmental effects in relation to the SEA topics within 
our remit (air, water, soil, waste and climatic factors). We note that air, 
water, soil and material assets have been scoped out of the assessment 
but it is intended to include climatic factors in the assessment. Due to 
the scale of the challenge to meet Scotland’s climate change targets, 
there are benefits in scoping in climatic factors even where effects are 
likely to be less significant so we support this approach.  

Not required 

The Scoping Report provides an outline of the proposed approach to 
the environmental assessment of the strategy. I note that this report 
supersedes the scoping reports for the previous Open Space 
Strategy 2008 (and the Outdoor Access Strategy) and has been 
reviewed to combine both strategies to prevent the overlapping and 
duplication of objectives. 

Not required 

General approach

Historic 
Scotland 

Not required As you may be aware in our response to the initial screening and 
scoping exercises in 2007 and 2008 I considered that the Open 
Space Strategy was unlikely to have significant effects on the historic 
environment. At section Scoping In/Out of SEA Issues in the Scoping 
Report I note that the historic environment is scoped out of the 
assessment as it is considered that it is unlikely to have significant 
effects on the historic environment. It is felt that the strategy is 
primarily an audit of existing open space provision and outdoor 
access and unlikely to bring about changes to sites or deliver new 
sites that would impact on any historic environment features. I am 
content to agree with this conclusion. Consequently we have no 
detailed comments to offer on the scope of the assessment. 

SNH We are content with the general approach proposed. We recommend In order to ascertain 
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that the relationship of the proposals with designated sites is considered, 
including the Firth of Forth Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), 
Special Protection Area (SPA) & Ramsar site. Key projects within the 
Strategy may affect this site. If these projects are likely to have a 
significant effect on the SPA, then the Habitats Regulations require that 
an appropriate assessment be undertaken. 

whether key projects 
within the Strategy are 
likely to have a 
significant effect on the 
SPA, the specific Actions 
identified in the OSS 
were revisited with this 
question in mind. Actions 
were considered to be 
unlikely to have 
significant impact or not 
applicable, and on this 
basis it was suggested 
that no HRA is required 

We found the information provided in these sections useful in relation to 
the background to the Clackmannanshire Open Space Strategy.  It is 
noted that the Strategy aims to ensure that the area's valuable open 
spaces and active travel networks are fit for purpose. We also note that 
the Strategy proposes to manage open space in a way that makes 
Clackmannanshire resilient to potential changes in climate.  

Not required Introduction; Key 
facts and 
Description of 
Strategy Content  
 

SEPA 

Not required We note that that it is intended to incorporate elements of the Outdoor 
Access Strategy into the Open Space Strategy and that this scoping 
report therefore supersedes the two previous scoping reports SEA00234 
from 2008 and SEA00200. 

Not required The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment (baseline), 
including environmental problems are described in the scoping report. 
This information has considered information from the Clackmannanshire 
State of the Environment and the comments previously received from 
the Consultation Authorities and we welcome this. We are generally 
content with the level of baseline information provided. 

The Context of 
the SEA/ 
Relationship with 
other plans, 
programmes and 

SEPA A table listing relevant plans, programmes, strategies and their 
implications for the Strategy is provided. As the SEA topic “climatic 
factors” has been scoped into the assessment, you may also wish to 
refer to the Scottish Government Climate Change Adaptation 
Framework, in particular the Framework’s adaptation principles and the 

PPS Table amended 
accordingly 
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Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 which requires a more 
integrated and sustainable approach to flood risk management and 
prescribes a new responsibility for the Scottish Ministers, SEPA, Scottish 
Water and local authorities to exercise their flood risk related functions 
with a view to reducing overall flood risk. However, we note that climate 
change adaptation and sustainable flood management are identified in 
the summary of the implications of environmental protection objectives 
relevant to the Open Space Strategy. 

strategies 
 

SNH We welcome the list of relevant PPS which are included. We note that 
this list is less comprehensive than that included in the original scoping 
report submitted in 2008 – for example, the original list included 
reference to national plans such as the Scottish Vacant and Derelict 
Land Audit, and to local Clackmannanshire Plans such as the Flood 
Prevention and Land Drainage Plan which might be relevant to the Open 
Space Strategy. 

The PPS table is 
considered to be 
comprehensive, taking 
account of the key Plans 
and Strategies 

SEPA Please note that the Environmental Report should also provide the likely 
evolution of the environment if the Open Space Strategy is not 
implemented. 

This has been included Establishing the 
Environmental 
Baseline 

SNH We note the proposed approach and aspects of the current environment 
listed. Baseline information is needed on the natural heritage affected by 
the Strategy in order to understand the current environmental 
characteristics of the area. We also recommend reference to protected 
species, including European Protected Species (EPS) such as otters 
and bats – further guidance is available at http://www.snh.gov.uk/ 
planning-and-development/advice-for-planners-and developers/ 
protected-animals/  
 
Natural heritage data to inform the baseline information can be obtained 
by accessing SNH’s Natural Spaces system on our website 
www.snh.gov.uk. You can download a wide range of datasets including 
protected areas, habitats and 
species, landscape, open space and access by following this link: 
http://www.snh.gov.uk/publications-data-and-research/snhi-
informationservice/naturalspaces/  
 

Addressed under 
Criterion D5 "Protect and 
enhance priority species 
and habitats in 
Clackmannanshire" in 
the assessment sheets 
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Attention should be given to: protected species, designated sites and 
nationally and internationally protected areas. Other issues which should 
be considered are: sustainable use of biodiversity, ecosystem level 
diversity, networks and wildlife corridors, threats of alien species, the 
importance of non-protected biodiversity and matters relating to 
landscape, access, open space and informal recreational provision. It is 
possible that significant effects in relation to locally valued landscape 
and wildlife sites may also be identified. 
 
Following the introduction of the Wildlife and Natural Environment 
(Scotland) Act 2011, Scottish Natural Heritage is now responsible for 
wildlife licensing in Scotland. Further guidance on this can be found at 
this link: http://www.snh.gov.uk/protectingscotlands- 
nature/species-licensing/ 
The Environmental Report should include a description of the likely 
evolution of the environment without the plan to provide a frame of 
reference for the assessment of the plan. 

This has been included 

Landscape: We welcome the references to this topic and the 
implications for the Strategy. Reference could also be made to the 
recently formed Ochils Landscape Partnership. 

This has been included 

As stated above we are content with the proposed scope of the 
assessment and the inclusion of climatic factors. We consider that for 
the SEA topics within our remit that have been scoped out of the 
assessment this is supported by adequate justification.  

Not required 

We are content with the proposed approach in relation to the 
assessment of alternatives and welcome that the SEA process will form 
an integral part of the options appraisal.  

Not required 

Scope and Level 
of detail proposed 
for the 
environmental 
assessment 

SEPA 

Not required It is noted that Policies and Actions to be included in the Strategy will be 
assessed using a matrix approach against the SEA objectives which 
were developed for the assessment of the Local Development Plan. We 
are content with this approach.  
In relation to the SEA objectives for climatic factors, you may wish to 
also consider an objective in relation to promoting climate change 
adaptation, in addition to the proposed objective E6 that addresses 
climate change mitigation. A generic objective could be “to reduce the 

Additional objective 
inserted  
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vulnerability of the area to the effects of climate change” which may 
include increase flooding or increased erosion/landslides. The Open 
Space Strategy may be able identify areas which are vulnerable and 
which could managed to build resilience to the impacts of climate 
change. We note that Objective D6 will address the aspects of climate 
change adaptation in relation to habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function. 
We support the scoping in of biodiversity, population, human health, 
climatic factors and landscape. The inter-relationship between these 
issues should be considered. There may, however, be some potential 
benefits that will be missed through scoping out of ’material assets’ – for 
example, all existing paths could be considered to be important assets. 

Addressed through use 
of Greenspace 
Scotland's definition of 
open space which 
encompasses material 
assets such as paths, 
playing fields and play 
areas, but not built 
material assets 

SNH 

We support the SEA objectives as outlined. Not required 
We welcome the inclusion of the comments column within the matrix and 
recommend that clear justification/explanation is provided for any 
identified effects. We welcome the consideration of potential cumulative, 
synergistic and secondary effects and the potential short, medium, long-
term, temporary or permanent nature of the effects.  

Not required Framework for 
assessing 
environmental 
effects 

We also welcome the clear link between the effects identified and the 
proposed mitigation measures. We consider that mitigation is a crucial 
part of SEA in that it offers an opportunity to not only address potential 
adverse effects of a plan, but also to make a plan even more positive 
than it already may be. Where significant environmental effects are 
identified as a result of the assessment the Environmental Report should 
clearly set out mitigation measures which are proposed. These should 
follow the mitigation hierarchy (avoid, reduce, remedy or compensate).  

A table on mitigation 
measures required has 
been included 

 

SEPA 

It would also be extremely helpful to set out all mitigation measures in a 
way that clearly identified: (1) the measures required, (2) when they 
would be required and (3) who will be required to implement them.  We 
would also wish the Environmental Report to identify any changes made 
to the Strategy as a result of the environmental assessment.  

It is proposed to adapt 
the mitigation table to 
include this additional 
information (further detail 
of measures, when and 
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who) once approval for 
the outline measures is 
in place 

SNH We note the assessment methodology proposed and the intent to 
assess the likely impacts from the main policy changes in the Strategy 
and wider policy approach. We would expect the impacts and 
assessment findings against the objectives to 
be clearly identified and reported in the Environment Report. 

This has been included 

SEPA We would also welcome the early consideration of monitoring 
requirements, particularly early consideration of the choice of monitoring 
indicators to be included in the Environmental Report. 

This has been included Monitoring 

SNH We encourage the use of indicators which can measure progress 
towards or away from the objectives. We would be pleased to comment 
on these prior to the Environmental Report. We previously commented 
on indicators for the Clackmannanshire Council Sustainability Strategy. 

The framework has been 
modified to reflect the  11 
SEA objectives and 
additional indicators from 
the Sustainability and 
Climate Change Strategy 
and from the Council's 
existing indicators suite: 
comments on this would 
be particularly welcome 

SEPA We note the intention to consult on the Environmental Report for a 
period of 12 weeks and we are content with the proposed consultation 
period. 

Not required 

Historic 
Scotland 

I am content with the 12-week period proposed for consultation on the 
Environmental Report. Please note that, for administrative purposes, 
Historic Scotland consider that the consultation period commences on 
receipt of the relevant documents by the SEA Secretariat. 

Not required 

Next steps &  
Consultation 
period for the ER  

SNH We note that a period of twelve weeks is proposed for consultation on 
the Environmental Report and we are content with this proposed period. 

Not required 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Appendix B: Relevant legislation and national, regional and local strategies and plans 
 
Legislation & National Policy 
 
The Town and Country Planning Act 1997 as amended by the Planning Etc (Scotland) Act 
2006 contains provisions for the production of national planning policy, the National Planning 
Framework and Local Development Plans.  
 
Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) (2010) recommends that Local Authorities carry out an 
audit of their open space; prepare a strategy setting out a vision for new and improved open 
spaces and addressing any deficiencies identified in the audit: and take a strategic and long 
term approach to managing the open space in their area.  
 
Planning Advice Note 65: Planning and Open Space (2003) pre-dates the SPP but is still 
relevant to the production of open space strategies. This states that the planning system 
performs two key functions in relation to open space: protecting areas that are valuable and 
valued; and ensuring provision of appropriate quality in, or within reach of, new 
development. 
 
National Planning Framework 2 (2009) is the Scottish Government's long term 
infrastructure strategy for Scotland. It identifies the Central Scotland Green Network (CSGN) 
as one of only 14 nationally significant infrastructure developments.  
 
The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 places a duty on public bodies to act in the way 
best calculated to meet Scotland's greenhouse gas emissions reductions, to help deliver 
Scotland's climate change adaptation programme and the way that is considered most 
sustainable.  
 
Under Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 the Council has a duty to have due regard to 
the need to 'Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a protected 
characteristic and those who do not'. The duty covers eight protected characteristics: age, 
disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex and 
sexual orientation. 
 
‘Scotland Performs’ is the national performance framework in Scotland. This strategy 
supports the Scottish Government’s strategic objectives for a healthier, safer and stronger, 
wealthier and fairer, smarter and greener Scotland. A list of 50 indicators, last updated in 
December 2011, is used to monitor performance in Scotland. The most relevant to open 
space provision are: 
 

• Increase physical activity 
• Improve mental wellbeing 
• Reduce premature mortality 
• Improve people's perceptions of their neighbourhood 
• Increase people's use of Scotland's outdoors 
• Increase the proportion of journeys to work made by public or active transport 

 
Sport Provision 
 
There are no statutory requirements for Local Authorities to provide sports as long as they 
provide leisure opportunities for their residents. However, since August 2010 there has been 
a requirement for every primary school pupil to have a minimum of 2 hours of physical 
education each week. In December 2011 a new indicator on increasing physical activity was 
included in Scotland Performs (see above). Two key strategies are the Government's 'Let's 
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Make Scotland More Active: A strategy for physical activity' (2003) and SportScotland's 
'Out There' (2009).   
 
Community Growing Spaces  
 
The principal statutes relating to allotments are the Allotments (Scotland) Act 1892, as 
amended by the Land Settlement (Scotland) Act 1919 and the Allotment (Scotland) Acts 
of 1922 and 1950. There has been a notable absence of decisions on the Acts from 1892 
onwards. The provision of allotments rests primarily with Local Authorities who are obliged to 
provide them if there is a proven need either on land that they own or by acquiring land 
through a lease agreement, purchase agreement or compulsory purchase (Local 
Government (Scotland) Act 1973 (c65) s74 (1)). Section 153 of the SPP (see above) 
states that "Local authorities have a statutory duty to provide allotments where there is 
proven demand. Existing, and where relevant potential, allotment sites should be 
safeguarded in the development plan." 
 
The Scottish Government's Recipe for Success - Scotland's National Food and Drink 
Policy (2009) recognised the importance of community growing as a means of encouraging 
alternative food systems, healthy living and community based activities. The document 
stated that 'grow your own' projects should be strategically supported. Increasing the amount 
of land available for community growing is also one of the ambitions of the Central Scotland 
Green Network.  
 
Active Travel (Green Corridors) 
 
The Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 sets out access rights to land and water in 
Scotland. The Act placed a number of duties on local authorities including publicising the 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code, upholding access rights, drawing-up, publicising and 
reviewing a core paths plan, establishing a Local Access Forum and reviewing existing 
byelaws. 
 
Scotland's National Transport Strategy 2006 and the South East of Scotland Regional 
Transport Strategy 2008-2023 (SESTran) 2008 both contain sections on promoting walking 
and cycle as more sustainable forms of travel. The Government also published a Cycling 
Action Plan for Scotland in 2010. 
 
Natural & Semi-natural Recreational Spaces 
 
The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 and the Wildlife and Natural Environment 
(Scotland) Act 2011 are the key pieces of legislation relating to the protection of 
biodiversity. 'Scotland's Biodiversity Strategy - It’s in Your Hands (2004)' is the national 
Biodiversity Action Plan. A revised Plan is expected in 2012. Open spaces within built-up 
areas are important features of the green network as they enable species to move through 
settlements and between pieces of habitat.  
 
The area benefits from a number of internationally and nationally designated sites such as 
the Firth of Forth Special Protection Area (SPA). Scottish Natural Heritage publishes 
guidance on establishing and maintaining Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and 
Local Nature Reserves.  
 
A Scottish Forestry Strategy was produced by Forestry Commission Scotland in 2006 and 
is accompanied by an Implementation Plan for 2011-2014. Its key themes are climate 
change, timber, business development, community development, access and health, 
environmental quality and biodiversity.  
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Local Policies and Strategies 
 
The Proposed Local Development Plan for Clackmannanshire is being consulted on 
alongside this Strategy. The Plan contains policies on the green network, open space and 
outdoor recreation, and community growing. These policies safeguard existing areas of open 
space and ensure that new developments provide appropriate open space provision and 
contribute to the wider green network. The Council also consulted on an Open Space 
Framework in January 2011 in advance of producing this Strategy and the Local 
Development Plan.  
 
Local authorities have a statutory duty of community planning under the Local Government 
in Scotland Act 2003. Clackmannanshire Alliance is the partnership of statutory, community, 
voluntary and business partners, which takes the community planning process forward in 
Clackmannanshire. The Community Plan (2010), 'Working Together for 
Clackmannanshire', provides the overall framework for community planning and a basis for 
the Single Outcome Agreement (SOA). Under the National Performance Framework each 
area is required to have a Single Outcome Agreement. This is an agreement between 
Clackmannanshire Alliance and the Scottish Government to make improvements against 
priority outcomes. The main outcomes that the Open Space Strategy can help to deliver are: 
  

• Clackmannanshire has a positive image and attracts people and business 
• Communities are more inclusive and cohesive 
• Health is improving 
• Our environment is protected and enhanced 

 
In particular, the Strategy can contribute to an SOA indicator on the 'Experience of individual 
public services as good or poor' in relation to sport and leisure. It will also contribute to 
improving emotional wellbeing, improving health and reducing childhood obesity but the 
impact of having access to quality open spaces is difficult to measure.   
 
The Clackmannanshire Alliance has also published the Clackmannanshire Joint Health 
Improvement Plan 2010-2012 which aims to reduce inequalities in health across 
Clackmannanshire and tackle aspects of health in which the County lags behind the Scottish 
average. Key action areas in the plan which quality open spaces can contribute to are 
obesity, environment, community safety and mental wellbeing.  
 
The Environment Partnership Team is the environmental sub-group of the 
Clackmannanshire Alliance. Greening Clackmannanshire (2010) is an environmental 
framework for the Clackmannanshire Alliance. The document contains six priorities, three of 
which are relevant to the Open Space Strategy: food production; sustainable transport 
improvements, and communities and their environment. 
 
The Council adopted a Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy in 2010. The 
document is structured around seven key themes, two of which are travel and 
Clackmannanshire's natural environment.  
 
The Council also has an adopted Clackmannanshire Council Equality Scheme 2010 
Update which is one way in which it meets its duties under the Equality Act 2010.  
 
Formal Open Space 
 
The Clackmannanshire Standard For the Provision and Maintenance of Public Open 
Space within Residential Developments provides guidance for developers. The aim is to 
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ensure that suitable mechanisms are put in place for the future maintenance and 
sustainability of open space.  
 
The Council consulted on an outdoor play strategy called 'Your Play Areas' in 2007. The 
Strategy has been used to inform play area improvements and development across the 
County. 
 
The Council has a statutory obligation to provide burial grounds. A Cemeteries Strategy 
was produced in 2008 which outlines future provision and ongoing investment in 
Clackmannanshire's Cemeteries. Proposals are being considered for a woodland burial 
ground in order to offer people a choice of burial types. 
 
Active travel (Green Corridors) 
 
The Core Paths Plan (2009) fulfils part of our duties under the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 
2003. It identifies the adopted Core Path Network in the County and provides additional 
information about their characteristics and condition.  
 
The Local Transport Strategy was updated in 2010. Its over-arching aims include: 
 

• Managing travel to reduce its environmental impact  
• Removing barriers to accessibility by enhancing healthy and alternative modes of 

travel  
 
Natural and Semi-natural Recreational Spaces 
 
The Council has management plans for a number of sites that it owns or manages, in 
particular Gartmorn Dam and Cowpark Wood.  
 
 



 

Appendix C: Map showing the Open Space Audit & Strategy area which corresponds with the Clackmannanshire Council 
administrative boundary. The map also shows sites that have international and national designations for their ecological value. 
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Appendix D: Full assessment results 
 

 
 

Action FOR1 - Assess potential to change our Parks and gardens to improve their contribution to the wider green network (Improved 
Biodiversity, increase tree cover, climate change adaptation and mitigation) 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     
Enhanced safety through 
better climate change 
adaptation 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     
Positive impacts of 
biodiversity on health and 
health inequalities 

C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Directly supports this aspect 
of CSGN C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     Directly supports D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     Directly supports D5 

D6 
Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    Directly supports 
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Action FOR1 - Assess potential to change our Parks and gardens to improve their contribution to the wider green network (Improved 
Biodiversity, increase tree cover, climate change adaptation and mitigation) 

 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments Criteria 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

    
Open Space Strategy 
directly informs Local 
Development Plan 

D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs     

Work at local level will 
support landscape and 
wider levels 

D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     
Reduce need for people to 
travel to areas with quality 
environment 

E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     

This action is directly linked 
to "Increase habitat 
connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local 
biodiversity in response to 
climate change" above   
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Action FOR2 - Agree the Council's position on enabling community organisations to take over management of their local green 
space 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer   ? 

Maintaining standards 
while delivering savings 
underpins all plans. To 
ensure this, there may be 
a need for the Council to 
provide appropriate 
support and ongoing 
monitoring for all 
alternative management 
models for sites and this 
should be factored into 
assessments of potential 
cost savings 

 B8 

B9 Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive   ? As above  

C1 Improve health and reduce health inequalities   ? As above  

C4 
Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

  ? As above  
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Action FOR2 - Agree the Council's position on enabling community organisations to take over management of their local green 
space 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Further the conservation of biodiversity   ? As above 

The 2012-2017 
Clackmannanshire 
Biodiversity Action Plan 
notes on p65 that it is easier 
to deliver projects, 
educational activities and 
potentially changes 
in management practices on  
sites owned or managed by 
the Council 

D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire   ? As above  D5 

D6 
Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

  ? As above 

The 2012-2017 
Clackmannanshire 
Biodiversity Action Plan 
notes on p65 that it is easier 
to deliver projects, 
educational activities and 
potentially changes 
in management practices on  
sites owned or managed by 
the Council 
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Action FOR2 - Agree the Council's position on enabling community organisations to take over management of their local green 
space 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

  ? As above  D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs   ? As above  D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel   ? As above  

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change   ? As above  
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Action FOR 3 -  Council to identify where play area provision can be rationalised and new larger play areas provided 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     
Community safety factors 
would likely inform any 
rationalisation programme 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities    

Need to ensure that 
opportunities for 
recreation were not 
reduced, and if possible 
are enhanced as a result 
of rationalisation 

 C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

D6 
Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 
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Action FOR 3 -  Council to identify where play area provision can be rationalised and new larger play areas provided 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action FOR 4 - Ensure inclusion of play provision within established/proposed housing development sites plus any development 
sites in LDP, commensurate with scale of development and need/provision within the locality. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     

Enhanced provision and 
less need to travel with 
associated hazards. 
Ongoing maintenance also 
essential in order to secure 
benefits 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     Supports play and social 
interaction within community B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     Supports spontaneous 
physical activity C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Supports connectivity of 
green spaces C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     As above D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     As above D5 

D6 
Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    As above 
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Action FOR 4 - Ensure inclusion of play provision within established/proposed housing development sites plus any development 
sites in LDP, commensurate with scale of development and need/provision within the locality. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

    
Contributes to planned 
rather than haphazard 
development 

D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Likely to reduce need for 
travel E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     

Reduced need for travel 
would imply enhanced 
climate change resilience 
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Action FOR 5 - Improve the play value score of Coalsnaughton Public Park (Play Value Assessment score:30), Greenfield Park 
(Adventure Area) in Alloa (29), Torridon Court in Alloa (29), Devonway Play Park in Clackmannan (29), and Alexander Park in 

Clackmannan (21).identified as 'Good' to Excellent. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     

Enhanced provision and 
less need to travel with 
associated hazards. 
Ongoing maintenance also 
necessary 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     Supports play and social 
interaction within community B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     Supports spontaneous 
physical activity C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Supports connectivity of 
green spaces C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     As above D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     As above D5 

D6 
Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    As above 
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Action FOR 5 - Improve the play value score of Coalsnaughton Public Park (Play Value Assessment score:30), Greenfield Park 
(Adventure Area) in Alloa (29), Torridon Court in Alloa (29), Devonway Play Park in Clackmannan (29), and Alexander Park in 

Clackmannan (21).identified as 'Good' to Excellent. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

    
Contributes to planned 
rather than haphazard 
development 

D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Likely to reduce need for 
travel E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     

Reduced need for travel 
would imply enhanced 
climate change resilience 

Page 64 of 143  Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 2013 



 

 
Action FOR6 - Examine scope to improve the play value assessment score of play areas with a score of 20 or less, and where the site 

is strategically required to meet demand. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel      
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Action FOR6 - Examine scope to improve the play value assessment score of play areas with a score of 20 or less, and where the site 
is strategically required to meet demand. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change       

 
 

Action FOR7 - Examine scope to phase out play areas in locations where there is over provision and demand can be satisfied by 
higher quality play areas close by. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

D1 Further the conservation of biodiversity      

D5 Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      
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Action FOR7 - Examine scope to phase out play areas in locations where there is over provision and demand can be satisfied by 
higher quality play areas close by. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel    Ensure that buffering 
guidelines are followed  E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change   ?    
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Action FOR8 - Investigate opportunities to improve biodiversity and links to open space areas at Menstrie Mains and the Primary 

School playing fields 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     
Supports ecosystem 
services aspects of 
biodiversity 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     
More equitable access to 
health benefits of 
biodiversity and open space 

C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Directly supports C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     Directly supports D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     Directly supports D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    Directly supports D6 

D8 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 
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Action FOR8 - Investigate opportunities to improve biodiversity and links to open space areas at Menstrie Mains and the Primary 
School playing fields 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Reduces need to travel to 
areas of quality environment E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     Enhances resilience  

 
 

Action FOR9 - Alva - Provide cemetery extension 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     Benefits of local versus 
distant burial B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

C4 
Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Greenspace function of 
cemeteries 
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Action FOR9 - Alva - Provide cemetery extension 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Further the conservation of biodiversity     Greenspace function of 
cemeteries D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     Greenspace function of 

cemeteries D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    Greenspace function of 
cemeteries D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Reduce need to travel to 
visit graves E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     Greenspace function of 

cemeteries  
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Action FOR10 - Tillicoultry Central - Consider provision of new / enhanced facilities accessible within central location, through LDP 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     

Enhanced provision and 
less need to travel with 
associated hazards. 
However, to secure benefits 
there is a need for ongoing 
maintenance in addition to 
initial provision 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     Supports play and social 
interaction within community B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     Supports spontaneous 
physical activity C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Supports connectivity of 
green spaces C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     As above D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     As above D5 

D6 
Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    As above 
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Action FOR10 - Tillicoultry Central - Consider provision of new / enhanced facilities accessible within central location, through LDP 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

    
Contributes to planned 
rather than haphazard 
development 

D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Likely to reduce need for 
travel E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     

Reduced need for travel 
would imply enhanced 
climate change resilience 

 

 
 

Action FOR11 - Tillicoultry public park - Investigate opportunities to improve play area and biodiversity 

Criteria 
C

on
tr

ib
ut

es
 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

B8 Our communities are safer     
Supports equitable access 
to safe and healthy activity 
without need for travel 
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Action FOR11 - Tillicoultry public park - Investigate opportunities to improve play area and biodiversity 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     
Supports equitable access 
to safe and healthy activity 
without need for travel 

B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     
Supports equitable access 
to safe and healthy activity 
without need for travel 

C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Directly supports  C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     Directly supports D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     Directly supports D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    Directly supports D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

D9 Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      
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Action FOR11 - Tillicoultry public park - Investigate opportunities to improve play area and biodiversity 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     
Supports equitable access 
to safe and healthy activity 
without need for travel 

E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     Directly supports  

 
 
 
 
 

Action - FOR12 Dollar Lovers' Loan Provide new Cemetery Extension 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     Benefits of local versus 
distant burial B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

C4 
Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Greenspace function of 
cemeteries 
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Action - FOR12 Dollar Lovers' Loan Provide new Cemetery Extension 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Further the conservation of biodiversity     Greenspace function of 
cemeteries D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     Greenspace function of 

cemeteries D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    Greenspace function of 
cemeteries D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Reduce need to travel to 
visit graves E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     Greenspace function of 

cemeteries 
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Action - FOR13 Forestmill Take local deficit of open space provision into account when determining potential development. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action FOR14 - Alloa Town Centre Carry out feasibility study into creation of an Alloa  Heritage and Climate Change Park 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Directly supports C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     Directly supports D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     Directly supports D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    Directly supports D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel      
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Action FOR14 - Alloa Town Centre Carry out feasibility study into creation of an Alloa  Heritage and Climate Change Park 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     Directly supports  

 
 

Action FOR15 - Carsebridge Take local deficit of open space provision into account when determining potential development. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

D5 Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      
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Action FOR15 - Carsebridge Take local deficit of open space provision into account when determining potential development. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action FOR16 - Sauchie West Take local deficit of open space provision into account when determining potential development. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action FOR17 - Torridon Court Any development in the parklands should ensure enhancement of remaining open space 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action FOR18 - Arns Brae Support Round Table improvements where possible 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

B8 Our communities are safer      

B9 Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      

C1 Improve health and reduce health inequalities      

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

D1 Further the conservation of biodiversity      

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel      
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Action FOR18 - Arns Brae Support Round Table improvements where possible 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change       

 
 

Action FOR19 - Tullibody Abercromby Park Improve Access 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

D1 Further the conservation of biodiversity      

D5 Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      
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Action FOR19 - Tullibody Abercromby Park Improve Access 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change       

 
 

Action FOR20 - Alexander Park, Clackmannan Seek opportunities to upgrade through developer contributions 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

B9 Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      
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Action FOR20 - Alexander Park, Clackmannan Seek opportunities to upgrade through developer contributions 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change       
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Action FOR21 - Devonway Investigate opportunities to improve biodiversity and access 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action SPO1 - Identify priority areas for delivery of new MUGAs in areas of need, and wherever possible to be delivered through 
developer contributions 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

D8 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 
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Action SPO1 - Identify priority areas for delivery of new MUGAs in areas of need, and wherever possible to be delivered through 
developer contributions 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change       
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Action SPO 2- Take an overview of accessibility to MUGAs and other open spaces within school grounds 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     Issues of community safety 
will inform the overview B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     

Provision of sports facilities 
in school grounds can 
reinforce the use of schools 
as community hubs 

B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

D8 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 
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Action SPO 2- Take an overview of accessibility to MUGAs and other open spaces within school grounds 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action SPO3 - Investigate feasibility of reinstating Menstrie Tennis Courts 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     

Reinstatement of a 
community sports facility 
can boost community 
interaction 

B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     New recreation facility can 
improve activity levels C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

D8 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 
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Action SPO3 - Investigate feasibility of reinstating Menstrie Tennis Courts 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Reduce need for travel to 
facilities E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      

Page 92 of 143  Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 2013 



 

 
 

Action SPO4 - Dollar Lover's Loan Provide new football pitch 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

D1 Further the conservation of biodiversity      

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel      
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Action SPO4 - Dollar Lover's Loan Provide new football pitch 

 Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action SPO5 - Rationalise MUGA provision within Alloa 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     

Certain MUGAs are deemed 
to be unsafe and their 
closure will benefit 
community safety 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

D8 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 
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Action SPO5 - Rationalise MUGA provision within Alloa 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change       
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Action SPO6 - Sunnyside Primary Investigate potential to deliver kickabout pitch through developer contributions arising from 

development of Clackmannan County Hospital site 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

D1 Further the conservation of biodiversity      

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel      
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Action SPO6 - Sunnyside Primary Investigate potential to deliver kickabout pitch through developer contributions arising from 
development of Clackmannan County Hospital site 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change       
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Action COG1 -  Identify potential sites that could be made available for allotments if a group comes forward, esp. in proximity to Alva, 
Alloa and Dollar. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     

Role of allotments and other 
growing spaces in 
enhancing community 
cohesion and promoting 
safety 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     As above B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     
Growing body of evidence 
of multiple health benefits 
from growing spaces 

C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Directly supports CSGN 
ambitions C4 

D1 Further the conservation of biodiversity     

Established link between 
allotments and biodiversity 
could be further enhanced 
by encouragement of 
specific biodiversity 
measures as promoted by 
SAGS and SNH 
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Action COG1 -  Identify potential sites that could be made available for allotments if a group comes forward, esp. in proximity to Alva, 
Alloa and Dollar. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     

Urban green spaces are not 
a UK or Scottish priority 
habitat but they are 
considered to be of local 
importance in the 
Clackmannanshire 
Biodiversity Action Plan 

D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    
Establishment of new urban 
green spaces would directly 
support habitat connectivity 

D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Likely to reduce need for 
travel 
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Action COG1 -  Identify potential sites that could be made available for allotments if a group comes forward, esp. in proximity to Alva, 
Alloa and Dollar. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     

Allotments offer climate 
change benefits including 
temperature and flood 
mitigation, local (short 
supply chain) food and 
biodiversity in addition to 
reducing need for travel 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Action COG2- Consult with community councils and other groups about the demand for allotments in their area 

Criteria 
C

on
tr

ib
ut

es
 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

B8 Our communities are safer     

This action is a supporting 
measure for the benefits 
identified under Actions 13 
and 15 and the same 
comments apply to all 
criteria for this Action  
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Action COG2- Consult with community councils and other groups about the demand for allotments in their area 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel      
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Action COG2- Consult with community councils and other groups about the demand for allotments in their area 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     

Allotments offer climate 
change benefits including 
temperature and flood 
mitigation, local (short 
supply chain) food and 
biodiversity in addition to 
reducing need for travel 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Action COG 3 - Provide assistance to new allotment associations in identifying a site. 

Criteria 
C

on
tr

ib
ut

es
 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     
Comments for all criteria 
under Actions 13 and 14 
apply equally to this Action 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

C1 Improve health and reduce health inequalities      
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Action COG 3 - Provide assistance to new allotment associations in identifying a site. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     

Allotments offer climate 
change benefits including 
temperature and flood 
mitigation, local (short 
supply chain) food and 
biodiversity in addition to 
reducing need for travel 
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Action ATO1 - Produce a Programme of Improvements  to Core Paths and other Outdoor Access Routes  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     Direct safety benefits B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     
Supports link between 
provision of paths and social 
cohesion/inclusion 

B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     
Directly supports 
health/reduces health 
inequalities 

C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Directly supports multiple 
aims of CSGN C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     Potential to support habitat 
connectivity D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     As above D5 

D6 
Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    As above 
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Action ATO1 - Produce a Programme of Improvements  to Core Paths and other Outdoor Access Routes  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Directly supports green 
transport E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     

Opportunity to factor in best 
practice for climate-resilient 
paths as well as supporting 
resilience through active 
travel  
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Action ATO2 - Complete traffic orders and install signage  to proposed Cycle Friendly Roads - (A91-Rumbling Bridge & Back Road, 

Alva)  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     Supports safer cycling B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     Contributes to link between 
provision of active travel  B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     

Contributes to link between 
active travel and 
health/reducing health 
inequalities 

C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

D8 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 
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Action ATO2 - Complete traffic orders and install signage  to proposed Cycle Friendly Roads - (A91-Rumbling Bridge & Back Road, 
Alva)  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Supports green transport E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change ?    

Slight potential contribution 
through supporting active 
travel 
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Action ATO3 - CYN204 - Upgrade Type1/country track surface to tarmac surface 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     

"A surface that is smooth, 
firm, and dry throughout the 
year and throughout its 
lifetime will generate far 
higher levels of use than will 
any sort of informal surface 
which is prone to damage 
from water, erosion, and 
horses" - Sustrans guidance 
on greenways 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     
Enhanced quality of routes 
supports more cohesive and 
inclusive communities 

B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     Supports active travel C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    
Developing high quality 
routes is a core Ambition of 
CSGN 

C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     No significant impact 
anticipated D1 

D5 Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     No significant impact 

anticipated 

Page 109 of 143  Clackmannanshire Open Space Audit & Strategy 2013 



 

Action ATO3 - CYN204 - Upgrade Type1/country track surface to tarmac surface 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    

Surface upgrading supports 
longevity of routes and by 
implication of habitat 
connectivity 

D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Supports active travel E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action ATO4 - Work with neighbouring authorities to complete and promote NCN76, NCN764, NCN767 and other cycle links between 

urban areas.  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     
Safety for people cycling 
between these area 
enhanced 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     
Links between active/non 
motorised transport and 
cohesion/inclusion 

B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     Health and equalities 
benefits of active transport C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    Directly supports multiple 
aims of CSGN C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     
Potential for non motorised 
transport links to support 
habitat connectivity 

D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     As above D5 

D6 
Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    As above 
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Action ATO4 - Work with neighbouring authorities to complete and promote NCN76, NCN764, NCN767 and other cycle links between 
urban areas.  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Supports green transport E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     

Opportunity to factor in best 
practice for climate-resilient 
paths as well as supporting 
resilience through active 
travel 
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Action ATO5 - Ensure that new commercial and residential developments are accessible to and contribute directly or  in kind to the 
improvement of the green travel network. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

D9 Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      
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Action ATO5 - Ensure that new commercial and residential developments are accessible to and contribute directly or  in kind to the 
improvement of the green travel network. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change       
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Action ATO6 - Menstrie - Improve active travel route west to the Council boundary 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action ATO7 - Cycle link between Sauchie/Alloa and Alva 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel      
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Action ATO7 - Cycle link between Sauchie/Alloa and Alva 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change       
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Action ATO8 - New remote active travel route alongside the A91 between Alva Academy and Tillicoultry Public Park 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel      
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Action ATO8 - New remote active travel route alongside the A91 between Alva Academy and Tillicoultry Public Park 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change       

 
 

Action ATO9 - Dollar - Vicar's Bridge Extension to Devon Way 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

D5 Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      
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Action ATO9 - Dollar - Vicar's Bridge Extension to Devon Way 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action ATO10 - Dollar - Blairingone Provide cycle infrastructure 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action ATO11 - Golf Course Road Muckhart Provide infrastructure for cycle friendly road 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action ATO12 - Muckhart Provide cycle infrastructure 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action ATO13 - Forestmill Connections to NCN764 and Gartmorn Dam 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action ATO14 - Roundelwood, Sauchie to Lornshill - Implementation of this route dependant on development of the Ten Acres/NW 
Alloa site (this would also function as a Safer Route to School link) 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     
Direct safety benefits for 
people engaged in active 
travel 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     

Enhanced provision of 
routes supports more 
cohesive and inclusive 
communities 

B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     Supports active travel C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    
Supports core CSGN 
Aspirations for active travel 
networks 

C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     Potential for supporting 
habitat connectivity  D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     Potential for supporting 

increase in hedgerows D5 

D6 
Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    Potential for supporting 
habitat connectivity 
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Action ATO14 - Roundelwood, Sauchie to Lornshill - Implementation of this route dependant on development of the Ten Acres/NW 
Alloa site (this would also function as a Safer Route to School link) 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel     Supports active travel E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     

Opportunity to factor in best 
practice for climate-resilient 
paths as well as supporting 
resilience through active 
travel 
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Action ATO15 - Provision of cycle infrastructure Clackmannan (NCN76) to Alloa 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action ATO16 - Provide cycle infrastructure Helensfield via Jellyholm linking to Carsebridge 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action ATO17 - Provision cyclepath between Glenochil and Lornshill. 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action ATO18 - NCN764 to Helensfield Provision of cycle link along disused railway line and cycle crossing on A907 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities      C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Action NSN 1 - Review woodland management to determine where greatest potential lies for cost-effective remedial action and 
enhancements that can achieve most beneficial outcome in terms of community benefit, appeal and scope to provide a range of 

activities.  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     

Safety is an intrinsic 
component of the criteria 
around which the actions 
would be based 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     

Beneficial outcomes in 
terms of community benefit 
would necessarily 
encompass cohesiveness 
and inclusivity 

B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     

As above: the review would 
also help to bring the 
Community, Activity and 
Appeal scores in lines with 
those for accessibility and 
biodiversity 

C1 

C4 
Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    This review would support 
the aims of CSGN 
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Action NSN 1 - Review woodland management to determine where greatest potential lies for cost-effective remedial action and 
enhancements that can achieve most beneficial outcome in terms of community benefit, appeal and scope to provide a range of 

activities.  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Further the conservation of biodiversity    

Clackmannanshire's 
woodlands currently score 
higher for biodiversity and 
accessibility than for 
appeal, activity and 
community. Important to 
ensure that the high 
scores for biodiversity and 
accessibility are not 
adversely affected in this 
process 

 D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire    As above  D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    

Review should take 
connectivity into account 
with the benefits of 
Integrated Habitat Network 
data now available 

D6 

D8 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

    As above 
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Action NSN 1 - Review woodland management to determine where greatest potential lies for cost-effective remedial action and 
enhancements that can achieve most beneficial outcome in terms of community benefit, appeal and scope to provide a range of 

activities.  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs     

As with safety, this would 
have to be intrinsic to any 
review 

D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change ?    

Review would need to take 
into account how best to 
manage woodland for 
climate resilience, which is 
also a priority in Stirling & 
Clacks Forest & Woodland 
Strategy 
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Action NSN 2 - Propose a set of remedial actions to take all woodlands below 25% overall score above this threshold.  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     

Safety is an intrinsic 
component of the criteria 
around which the actions 
would be based 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     As above B9 

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     As above C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

D1 Further the conservation of biodiversity     

Most woodlands currently 
score highly for biodiversity 
and consequently there is 
some potential that 
measures to improve lower 
scoring areas ("Appeal" and 
"Activity") could be at the 
expense of biodiversity. 
However, a more biodiverse 
woodland is likely to have 
greater appeal and 
consequently this is rated as 
"no impact" rather than 
contributing or conflicting 
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Action NSN 2 - Propose a set of remedial actions to take all woodlands below 25% overall score above this threshold.  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     As above D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    As above D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

    

Landscape character is 
predominantly assessed in 
the Biodiversity component 
of the methodology used 
and consequently 
comments made under 
Biodiversity (D1 and also D5 
and D6) apply here 

D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs     As above D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change ?    As with D1 above  
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Action NSN 3 - Consider local community consultation and interface with Leisure and Sports Strategy consultation to identify 

potential for woodlands to contribute more in terms of community benefit and scope to provide for outdoor activities.  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     

The Leisure and Sports 
Strategy consultation ran 
from May-Jul 2012. 
Participants were asked 
how the Council could 
improve rural open spaces. 
General themes included: 
 
• Improved areas for 
families, picnic areas, play 
parks and interactive water 
displays, improved public 
toilets, improved seating. 
• more information, 
advertising 
• organised kids 
events/child friendly 
events/ranger events 
• clean, tidy public 
areas 

B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     As above B9 

C1 Improve health and reduce health inequalities     As above 
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Action NSN 3 - Consider local community consultation and interface with Leisure and Sports Strategy consultation to identify 
potential for woodlands to contribute more in terms of community benefit and scope to provide for outdoor activities.  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel     

Suggested improvements 
on countryside recreation 
spaces included 
 
• improved 
accessibility 
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Action NSN 3 - Consider local community consultation and interface with Leisure and Sports Strategy consultation to identify 
potential for woodlands to contribute more in terms of community benefit and scope to provide for outdoor activities.  

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change       
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Action NSN 4 - Ochil Hills Woodland Park - Extension to the woodland area 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer      B8 

Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive      B9 

C1 Improve health and reduce health inequalities      

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

     C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity      D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire      D5 

Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

     D6 

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

     D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

Reduce the environmental impact of travel      E6 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change      
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Setting  Clackmannanshire Standards 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Our communities are safer     

Setting the Standard has 
provided an opportunity to 
revisit a range of aspects of 
service provision with 
community safety in mind as 
a priority, This includes 
aspects such as not only 
incorporating safety in 
assessments of quality play 
areas, but also reducing the 
need to travel to quality play 
areas 

B8 

B9 Our communities are more cohesive and inclusive     

As above. A strong aspect 
of the Standard is the 
aspiration to promote the 
benefits of low and no cost 
alternative leisure pursuits 
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Setting  Clackmannanshire Standards 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Improve health and reduce health inequalities     

As above: examples also 
include increased provision 
of community growing areas 
and active travel routes; 
increase in quality of open 
space balanced with 
potential reduction in total 
overall provision of open 
space 

C1 

Encourage promotion and connectivity of the 
Central Scotland Green Network within and linking 
beyond Clackmannanshire 

    
Elements of the Standard 
support many aspects of the 
CSGN Vision 

C4 

Further the conservation of biodiversity     

This is assessed as an 
overall positive contribution. 
A need for caution in 
balancing biodiversity with 
access and amenity is 
observed in the section on 
reviewing woodland 
management above. 

D1 

Protect and enhance priority species and habitats 
in Clackmannanshire     As above D5 

D6 
Increase habitat connectivity and ecosystem 
function to assist local biodiversity in response to 
climate change 

    As above 
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Setting  Clackmannanshire Standards 

Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib

ut
es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments  

Protect and enhance the distinctive character of 
the landscape and ensure new development does 
not exceed the capacity of the landscape to 
accommodate it 

    

This is partly addressed by 
measures within the 
Standard to support quality 
scores 

D8 

Protect and enhance areas designated for their 
national or local landscape importance e.g. AGLVs      D9 

E6 Reduce the environmental impact of travel     

This is strongly supported 
by the Standard, not only in 
terms of provision of 
facilities but also in terms of 
use/uptake being promoted. 
Overall the Standard is 
highly positive in this 
respect, but a note of 
caution is required with 
regard to the commitment to 
" Eliminate any paths falling 
into "Poor" standard" which 
could imply that these 
should be removed rather 
than enhanced 
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Setting  Clackmannanshire Standards 

 Criteria 

C
on

tr
ib
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es

 

N
o 

im
pa

ct
 

C
on

fli
ct

s 

Mitigation / 
enhancement Comments 

 Reduce the vulnerability of the area to the effects 
of climate change     

Current best knowledge of 
climate change adaptation 
favours enhancement of 
green spaces to address 
various issues associated 
with high temperatures and 
high rainfall events 

 


	2.1. Purpose of the Environmental Report
	Officers sitting on the Open Space Audit & Strategy Steering Group have been involved in the SEA process through a series of meetings. Figure 1 summarises the SEA activities to date in relation to the Strategy:

