
 
 

 
 
 
Clackmannanshire Gaelic Language Plan - Consultation Report April 2015. 
 
Clackmannanshire Council undertook a formal public consultation on its draft Gaelic Language 
Plan for 2015-2020 from 11th March 2015 to the 10th April 2015.  Two events were also held 
with key groups in Clackmannanshire - Parents of Gaelic Children at Riverside Primary School 
and Wallace High School and Clackmannanshire Gaelic Language Group.  These events were 
held on the 11th March 2015 and the 18th March 2015 respectively.   
 
The consultation in Clackmannanshire was held on Citizens Space - our consultation database 
and interface.  The consultation was promoted via Clacksweb, Connect Intranet and via Social 
Media (Facebook and Twitter).   
 
There were 41 responses to the formal consultation through Citizen Space and 2 separate 
events were held.  A number of open ended questions were asked and participants provided full 
and honest responses to these questions.  On the whole these comments reflected an equal 
number of positive comments on the draft plan with negative comments on the draft plan.  Key 
themes identified from these comments are: 
 

 At times of budget cuts and efficiencies the Council should be focussing on other 
priorities such as mainstream education, adult learning; 

 
 The plan for current gaelic speakers is modest and not particularly relevant - more focus 

should have been included on music and the arts for fluent Gaelic speakers; 
 

 Gaelic language does not have a place in central scotland - very few people in Clacks 
currently speak the language and it does not have much relevance as a language in 
terms of providing opportunities for young people. 

 
 Disappointed that there are no proposals to move towards GME provision in 

Clackmannanshire; 
 
 Positive to see the plan coming to fruition in the face of challenges; 

 
On the whole 54% agreed with the statement that 'the draft plan promotes Gaelic' and 24.3% 
disagreed.  29.2% agreed with the statement  'the draft plan reflects the right priorities in 
Clackmannanshire and 48.7% disagreed.  63.3% agreed with the statement 'the draft plan 
makes the Council's proposals clear' and 14.6% disagreed.  Full results are shown in our Gaelic
Language Plan (appendix 1).   
 
As a result of the formal consultation being promoted via social media, a high number of 
comments were received on the Councils facebook in relation to the draft plan.  The majority of 
these were negative in nature.  These comments have not been included in the overall analysis 
but those providing comments via social media were encouraged to have their say through the 
formal consultation process.  Copy of the Facebook post is attached at appendix 2 for 
information.   
 
Findings identified through the two events are summarised at appendix 3.   

http://www.clacksweb.org.uk/document/4953.pdf
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Appendix 3 
 
Gaelic Plan - Consultation Events Clackmannanshire 
 
Wednesday 11 March 2015, Consultation with Parents of Gaelic Children at Riverside and 
Wallace, Riverside Primary School (mostly information sharing, informal questions and 
directing parents to the on-line survey).  
 
Comments received: 
 

• Investigate links with Gaelic in Further and Higher Education.  
• Make parents aware of the Growing Gaelic Families Classes.  

 
• There was praise for the GME unit within Riverside Primary School. 

• One person particularly highlighted the measures to include GME pupils with the 
wider school, and the ‘little things’ such as including Gaelic on the School jumpers.    

• In terms of Secondary Education, a number of respondents were keen for the 
expansion of Gaelic at Wallace High School.  

• There were concerns about staffing, and the desire for a further Gaelic teacher, 
teaching another subject (Maths, Geography etc) in Gaelic.  

• Some welcomed the possible idea of retaining the composite classes at secondary, 
as they allowed some sense of community.  

• The catch up classes were praised 
 
 
Tuesday 18 March 2015,  Consultation with Clackmannanshire Gaelic Language Group, 
Ben Cleuch Centre, Tillicoultry (mostly information sharing, informal questions and 
directing group to on-line survey). 
 
Comments Received: 
 

• Plan generally welcomed and well received 
• Stirling Junior Gaelic Choir has now disbanded and should be removed from the directory 
• On road signs, the main local language should be first and more prominent (English first, 

Gaelic second) 
• Should try to include more on the wider cultural aspects of Gaelic (music and arts) 
• This is the only class in Clackmannanshire.  Is there a possibility of establishing an 

evening class? 
• There are a better selection of Gaelic library books in Stirling than Clackmannanshire. 
• Could there be better links with Stirling University.  

 
 


