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Dear Sir, 
 
Festive Period Extended Hours 
Recommendation By Local Licensing Forum 
 
As you will be aware the Local Licensing Forum in Clackmannanshire has a general 
function of keeping under review—  

(i)the operation of the Licensing (Scotland) Act, 2005 in the Forum's area, and,  

(ii)in particular, the exercise by the relevant Licensing Board of their functions, and  

giving such advice and making such recommendations to the Board in relation to 
those matters as the Forum considers appropriate.  

 

Over the previous 6 months the Forum have discussed the issue of the Festive 
licensing arrangements, in particular in relation to extended licensing hours for 
festive events. 

The Forum listened carefully to evidence presented by representatives of the trade, 
the licensing administration team, the Licensing Standards Officer as well as other 
relevant members of the Forum. 

The Forum reached the following conclusions based on that evidence. 

  



• The festive period in Clackmannanshire where on sales licensed premises 
enjoy extra demand from customers seeking to celebrate Christmas and New 
Year is in fact a fairly short period starting about 1 week prior to Christmas 
(generally the Friday immediately before 25th December) and ends no later 
than 2 or 3 January. 

• Over 95% (60 of 62) of the festive period extended hours applications 
received by Clackmannanshire Licensing Board in 2013 related to 
applications for extended hours during the period between 19 December and 
1 January. 

• The trade find the administrative process of applying for individual extended 
hours for each day they wish to remain open an unnecessary burden. 

• Administratively the cost of processing large numbers of extended hours 
applications way exceeds the income from the applications and is therefore 
an inefficient use of both Council Staff and Board members time. 

• Allowing all premises to remain open for an extra 1 hour is likely to result in a 
staged migration of patrons to their respective homes and end of night 
destination venues. 

 

Having considered all the evidence and representations made the Forum 
unanimously agreed to make the following recommendation to Clackmannanshire 
Licensing Board. 

1. The Board should use the power granted to them within Section 67 of the 
Licensing (Scotland) Act, 2005 to make a general extension of licensed hours 
for all on sales premises within Clackmannanshire Licensing Board area for 
the Christmas and New Year period being and event of national significance 

2. The Forum recommends that this extension grants 1 extra hour of trade 
(without application or the need for a special event to be hosted on the 
premises) on each day between Friday 19 December 2014 and Saturday 3 
January 2015. Subject to a restriction that no premises can benefit from a 
general extension which would allow them to sell alcohol at any time beyond 
2.00am on any day within that period. 

  



3. In the interest of promoting the protecting and improving public health 
licensing objective the Forum further recommends that there is a presumption 
against the Grant of any extended hours applications seeking to further 
extend, to a later terminal hour, any additional hours granted by way of a 
general extension. Although it is accepted that each application must still be 
considered on its own merits. 

In accepting this recommendation the Board will generate savings for 
Clackmannanshire Council, to the benefit of the wider population of 
Clackmannanshire and reduce the regulatory burden on the operators of premises 
licences. In addition the administrative burden on both Board Members and the 
Clackmannanshire Council Licensing Team will be greatly reduced.  

If the Board chose to accept these recommendations then they may wish to consider 
how they will publicise the decision and communicate the information to the licensed 
on trade. 

If Board choose to not accept these recommendations then the Forum would request 
that a statement of the reasons for not following them is provided within 42 days of 
the date of this letter. 

 

Yours faithfully  

 

Andrew Mitchell 
Convener of Local Licensing Forum 

 

 

  


